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Presentation

For the person who is in Christ Jesus, judicial condemnation has
ended. Grace does not deny sin; it proclaims that Christ answered
fully for it.

This study offers a concise, pastoral reading of Romans 8:1, considering its
context, principal Greek terms, and relationship to the rest of the New
Testament. Its purpose is to strengthen assurance of salvation and
encourage responsible life under the direction of the Holy Spirit.
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Introduction

Romans 8:1 is one of the brightest declarations of the gospel. It speaks to
believers who know their weakness, remember their failures, and still
need to look beyond themselves—to Christ and His finished work.

The assurance presented here does not arise from thinking that believers
never fail. It arises from recognizing that Christ never fails. The absence
of condemnation rests not on the perfection of our conduct, but on our
new position “in Christ Jesus.”

1. The central text

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.” — Romans 8:1, American English rendering based on Reina-
Valera 1960 and the Greek text.

The sentence is brief, yet it gathers three truths: there is a decisive “now”;
condemnation has been removed completely; and this assurance belongs
to those who are in Christ Jesus.

2. Romans 8:1 within the letter

Paul does not arrive at this statement in isolation. Romans 1-3 exposes
universal guilt; Romans 3-5 presents justification by faith; Romans 6
explains the believer’s union with Christ; Romans 7 reveals the real
conflict with sin; and Romans 8 announces life and assurance in the
Spirit.

The word “therefore” connects the verse with the preceding argument.
After the cry, “O wretched man that I am!” and the thanksgiving for
deliverance through Jesus Christ, Paul declares the verdict that governs
the believer’s life: no condemnation.
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3. A look at the Greek text

The text begins ov8ev &Gpa viv katdkpyuo (oudén ara nyn katdkrima):
literally, “no, therefore, now condemnation.” The order places immediate
emphasis on the complete absence of a condemning sentence.

O08¢v (oudén) means “nothing” or “none.” Katakpipo (katdkrima) refers
to a condemning judicial verdict, not merely a feeling of guilt. Ndv (nyn),
“now,” marks the new situation inaugurated by Christ’s work. 'Ev Xplot®
‘Incod (en Christd Iesou), “in Christ Jesus,” expresses union, belonging,
and a new spiritual position.

Francisco Lacueva’s Greek-Spanish Interlinear New Testament helps the
reader observe this literal force: the negation is absolute, and the
believer’s position is defined by Christ.

4. What does “no condemnation” mean?

It means that before God no penal sentence remains pending against the
justified person. Christ bore the judgment due to sin; therefore, the one
who believes in Him is no longer under a verdict of condemnation.

The verse does not say “less condemnation” or “condemnation suspended
as long as one does not fail.” It says “none.” The foundation is judicial and
redemptive: having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).

5. “Now”: a change already accomplished

The assurance of Romans 8:1 is not limited to the future. Believers still
await the full redemption of the body, but their verdict before God has
already changed. They have passed from condemnation to justification,
from being in Adam to being in Christ.
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This “now” does not eliminate future hope; it makes that hope secure. The
same chapter concludes that nothing can separate believers from the love
of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38-39).

6. “In Christ Jesus”: the center of the promise

The promise is not addressed indiscriminately to every person, but to
those who are in Christ Jesus. To be in Christ means to have believed the
gospel and to have been united to Him by God’s action. Christ is the
believer’s new realm of life, identity, and refuge.

The decisive question is not, “Have I managed to become flawless?” but,
“Have I truly trusted Jesus Christ and His gospel?” Salvation rests on His
death for our sins, His burial, and His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

7. Justification, discipline, and consequences

Romans 8:1 does not teach that sin is unimportant. A believer may grieve
the Spirit, need confession, receive fatherly discipline, and suffer
temporal consequences. But discipline is not judicial condemnation.

Condemnation belongs to a court that pronounces guilt; discipline belongs
to a Father who corrects His children. God does not return to treating as a
condemned enemy the person He has received as a child in Christ. This
distinction protects both assurance and responsibility.

8. The Spirit’s conviction and destructive
accusation

The Holy Spirit convicts with truth, identifies sin specifically, and leads
toward repentance, confession, and restoration. Destructive accusation,
by contrast, is often vague, repetitive, and hopeless: it attempts to
persuade the believer that grace is no longer available.
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Romans 8:1 enables a humble response: “My sin is serious, but Christ is
sufficient. I confess what I have done, receive God’s correction, and return
to walking in dependence on the Spirit.”

9. The law of the Spirit of life

Romans 8:2 explains the immediate basis: the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus sets the believer free from the law of sin and death. Romans
8:3 adds that God did what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
He sent His Son and condemned sin in the flesh.

Condemnation was not ignored; it fell upon sin in Christ’s work. Grace is
therefore not cheap indulgence. It is justice satisfied and new life granted
by God.

10. What this verse does not promise

It does not promise the absence of struggles, temptations, pain, correction,
or growth. Nor does it authorize a life deliberately indifferent to God’s
will. The grace that saves also teaches believers to live godly lives.

Romans 8 clearly distinguishes living according to the flesh from walking
according to the Spirit. Assurance in Christ does not put the conscience to
sleep; it provides the firm ground from which a believer can obey without
trying to purchase God’s favor.

11. Assurance for a wounded conscience

When the conscience accuses over sins already confessed, it is wise to ask:
Does my assurance depend on the intensity of my emotions or on God’s
verdict? Faith looks to the objective fact of the cross and receives the
divine word.

A believer may sincerely grieve over sin without declaring himself
condemned again. Godly sorrow leads to Christ; despair leads away from
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Him. Romans 8:1 calls the believer to rest in Christ and, from that rest,
move forward in obedience.

12. Complementary biblical texts

John 3:18: the person who believes in the Son is not condemned. John
5:24: the one who hears and believes has eternal life, does not come into
condemnation, and has passed from death to life. Romans 5:1: the person
justified by faith has peace with God.

Romans 5:9: justified by Christ’s blood, we shall be saved from wrath.
Romans 8:33-34: God justifies and Christ intercedes; no accusation can
reverse His verdict. Ephesians 1:13-14: the believer is sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit. Hebrews 10:14: by one offering Christ perfected
forever those who are being sanctified.

13. Pastoral application

After a fall: acknowledge the sin without excuses, confess it to God, repair
the harm when appropriate, and return to walking in dependence on the
Spirit. Do not use grace to hide sin or use sin to deny grace.

When afraid of losing salvation: return to the foundation. Christ died, rose
again, justifies, and intercedes. The believer is not upheld by the varying
strength of personal performance, but by the faithfulness of the Savior.

When helping another wounded person: neither minimize the failure nor
increase the despair. Show that person God’s holiness, Christ’s sufficiency,
and the concrete path of restoration.

14. Conclusion

Romans 8:1 is a verdict, a position, and an invitation. The verdict is “no
condemnation”; the position is “in Christ Jesus”; and the invitation is to
live now under the direction of the Spirit.
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The believer’s peace does not consist in declaring that he will never fail. It
consists in knowing that Christ’s work is sufficient, that His righteousness
has been credited through faith, and that the Savior does not abandon His
own. “There is therefore now no condemnation.”

Doctrinal summary

Romans 8:1 declares that the believer united to Christ is no longer
under a condemning sentence; from that assurance, the believer can
confess, rise, and walk in the Spirit.
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Educational infographic: Romans 8:1
FROM FEAR TO REST IN CHRIST

THE NEED
Sin produces real guilt and reveals our need for God’s grace.

CHRIST’S WORK
Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again. Condemnation was faced,
not ignored.

THE RESPONSE OF FAITH
The person who believes the gospel is united to Christ and justified by
God.

THE VERDICT
“No condemnation.” This is not a passing emotion, but God’s judicial
declaration.

THE NEW LIFE
The believer walks by the Spirit: obeying from acceptance, not to
purchase it.

CENTRAL STATEMENT

Assurance does not rest on claiming that believers can never fail. It
rests on recognizing that Christ never fails.

Romans 8:1 - Romans 8:2-4 — Romans 8:31-39
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Appendix: educational biblical comic

From fear to rest in Christ

To present visually the difference between accusation and conviction,
condemnation and discipline, guilt and justification, leading the
believer to rest in Christ’s sufficient work.

Teaching sequence: accusation - Word - cross - justification -
restoration - life in the Spirit.
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1. The accusation

BELIEVER: “I have failed again. Can God still receive me?”

Guilt may be real, but the voice of accusation does not have the final
word. The believer needs to look beyond himself—to Christ.
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2. The Word responds

MENTOR: “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who

are in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:1 is not a passing emotion. It declares God’s verdict for the
person united to Christ Jesus.
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3. The work of Christ

DIALOGUE

NARRATOR: “Condemnation was not ignored: Christ answered fully
for sin.”

Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again. Assurance rests on His
finished work, not on the perfection of our conduct.

Related reading: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
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4. The verdict

DIALOGUE

MENTOR: “It is God who justifies. Who is the one who condemns?”

The sentence has changed: from guilty to justified. “No condemnation”
means that no penal judgment remains pending against the person in
Christ.

Related reading: Romans 8:31-34.
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5. Discipline is not condemnation

BELIEVER: “I confess my sin and return to depending on the Lord.”

God may correct His children as a Father, and sin may bring
consequences. But discipline restores; it does not declare the believer
condemned again.
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6. The new life

LW

DIALOGUE

BELIEVER: “My assurance is not that I never fail, but that Christ never
fails.”

Free from condemnation, the believer rises and walks under the Spirit’s
direction: obeying from acceptance, not to purchase it.

Related reading: Romans 8:1-4.
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Comic summary

Assurance does not rest on claiming that believers can never fail. It
rests on recognizing that Christ never fails.

The comic does not minimize sin. It teaches that Christ answered for it,
that God justifies the believer, and that fatherly correction leads to
restoration. From that assurance, believers can confess, rise, and walk in
the Spirit.
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Only professional background relevant to a public publication is
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Bibliography and references
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Lacueva, Francisco. Greek-Spanish Interlinear New Testament. Editorial
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Principal passages consulted: Romans 3:21-26; 5:1-11; 6:1-14; 7:14-25; 8:1
-39; John 3:18; 5:24; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Ephesians 1:13-14; Hebrews
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Every doctrinal conclusion should be examined in context and in the
light of the whole counsel of Holy Scripture.
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