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The call to remain faithful

At times, falsehood becomes commonplace and faith seems reduced to an 

outward appearance. In 2 Timothy 3, Paul prepares Timothy to minister in 

that  setting.  He identifies  conduct  that  damages relationships,  recalls  a 

faithful life Timothy knows firsthand, and directs him to Scripture. The 

chapter’s pastoral response is to remain in the truth already received and 

live accordingly.

This  narrative  follows  all  seventeen  verses.  Its  explanations  and 

applications do not replace the biblical text. Other passages are identified 

as supporting references.  The purpose is  to help readers examine their 

conduct, recognize deception, and strengthen their trust in Christ Jesus.

The  warning  was  addressed  to  Timothy  and  had  implications  for  his 

ministry. The last days should therefore not be turned into a timetable for 

calculating the Lord’s return. This passage describes moral and spiritual 

dangers that require discernment and perseverance.

DifÏcult times and disordered loves

Primary text: 2 Timothy 3:1–5.

Paul  announces  dangerous  times  and  explains  their  seriousness  by 

describing people.  Love of self  and money takes a place it  should not 

occupy. Boasting and arrogance appear in abusive speech, disobedience to 

parents, ingratitude, and disregard for what is holy. This diagnosis reaches 

into homes and communities; it is not confined to people outside religious 

life.

Verses  3  and  4  add  the  loss  of  natural  affection,  unwillingness  to 

reconcile, slander, lack of self-control, and cruelty. Betrayal, recklessness, 

and  conceit  undermine  trust.  When  pleasure  is  loved  more  than  God, 

desires are no longer submitted to his will. Paul is not condemning every 

legitimate enjoyment; he is exposing the preference that displaces God.

Verse  5  makes  the  warning  especially  serious:  people  may  retain  an 

appearance of godliness while denying its power. Religious form does not 

by  itself  demonstrate  obedience.  The  command  to  turn  away  requires 
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refusing to participate in that influence or grant it spiritual authority. It 

does not authorize hatred or contempt for people.

Application  begins  with  us.  Before  using  this  list  to  accuse  an  entire 

generation, we should ask what governs our own decisions. Do we seek 

recognition at others’ expense? Do we defend money even when doing so 

involves  injustice?  Does  our  religious  practice  coexist  with  slander? 

Acknowledging sin before God makes room for correcting our conduct 

under his Word.

Deception and the limits of opposition

Primary text: 2 Timothy 3:6–9.

Paul  describes  people  who  enter  households  and  take  captive  women 

burdened by sins and driven by various desires. The passage addresses a 

particular situation of manipulation. It does not teach that all women lack 

discernment or make victims responsible for a deceiver’s conduct.  The 

warning shows how religious influence can exploit guilt and vulnerability.

Constant learning does not guarantee knowledge of the truth. People can 

accumulate teachings and remain confused when they do not receive the 

truth that  challenges and guides their  lives.  Christian maturity requires 

more than novelty, appealing speeches, or dependence on a personality.

Jannes and Jambres serve as examples of resistance to Moses.  Exodus 

7:10–13  is  a  supporting  passage  about  the  opposition  of  Egypt’s 

magicians, but it does not give those names. In 2 Timothy, the comparison 

highlights corrupt thinking and resistance that  attempts to discredit  the 

truth.  No additional,  unrecorded episodes are needed to understand the 

warning.

Verse 9 announces that these opponents’ folly will become evident. Verse 

13 says that evil people will grow worse. These statements can be read 

together:  evil  may  intensify  without  its  claim  to  authority  being 

vindicated. Its growth does not make it true or remove God’s judgment.

In pastoral practice, we must examine both teaching and the exercise of 

authority.  Using  guilt  to  control,  preventing  questions,  or  demanding 
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personal loyalty above Scripture are behaviors that need to be confronted. 

A congregation should support  those who have been manipulated with 

patience and truth.

Faith made visible through suffering

Primary text: 2 Timothy 3:10–13.

Paul  reminds  Timothy  of  what  he  has  followed  closely:  his  teaching, 

conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, and endurance. Doctrine is joined 

to a way of life. A teacher is not validated simply by speaking well; the 

way he treats people and remains faithful under pressure allows others to 

examine the testimony of his words.

Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra recall  actual persecutions. Acts 13:45–52 

and 14:1–20 provide supporting context. When Paul says that the Lord 

rescued  him,  he  is  not  claiming  he  never  suffered.  He  acknowledges 

God’s intervention after recalling his afflictions. Being sustained by Christ 

does not mean being exempt from pain.

Verse 12 warns that those who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will  face  persecution.  Opposition  takes  different  forms  in  different 

settings.  This  warning  does  not  allow  us  to  label  every  criticism 

persecution or excuse consequences caused by our own lack of wisdom or 

love.  Faithfulness  to  Christ  must  be  distinguished  from  aggressive 

behavior that provokes unnecessary conflict.

Meanwhile, evil people and impostors follow a deteriorating course: they 

deceive and are deceived. Believers do not need to imitate their methods 

to protect the truth. The endurance Paul describes is accompanied by love 

and patience.

If serving God brings rejection, this passage invites us not to measure its 

value solely by public approval. It also calls us to seek examples whose 

teaching is consistent with responsible living. Our ultimate trust rests in 

the Lord, not in a leader’s supposed faultlessness.
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Remaining in Scripture and trusting Christ

Primary text: 2 Timothy 3:14–17.

In the face of deception, Paul asks Timothy to continue in what he has 

learned and become convinced of. This is not a demand for blind loyalty. 

Paul  recalls  the  teaching’s  content  and  the  people  who  passed  it  on. 

Received faith should be maintained through responsible understanding of 

the truth.

Timothy  had  known  the  sacred  Scriptures  since  childhood.  Verse  15 

establishes  their  saving  direction:  they  can  make  a  person  wise  for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Knowing biblical facts does not 

replace  trusting  Christ.  Nor  is  salvation  presented  as  a  reward  for 

mastering religious information. The text leads to the Savior. Ephesians 

2:8–10 is a supporting reference that distinguishes salvation by grace from 

the good works that follow that grace.

In verse 16, Paul affirms the divine origin and usefulness of all Scripture. 

On  printed  page  841  of  the  supplied  interlinear,  Lacueva  renders  the 

expression as inspired by God and explains its literal sense as breathed. 

This  observation helps us recognize that  authority comes from God; it 

does not give our personal interpretations that same authority.

Scripture  teaches what  must  be known,  exposes  error  through reproof, 

corrects by directing a return to the right path, and trains in righteousness 

by shaping conduct. These purposes require receiving correction as well 

as  comfort.  Reading  only  to  confirm  existing  opinions  limits  our 

willingness to be taught.

Verse 17 states the purpose: that the person of God may be complete and 

equipped  for  every  good  work.  Lacueva  uses  terms  meaning  fit  and 

equipped on pages 841–842. The point is preparation for service, not a 

claim that the flesh becomes sinless. The Word should become visible in 

the good we do.
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Pastoral response and prayer

This chapter helps us recognize evil without becoming consumed by it. 

Timothy receives a concrete task: remain in the truth, follow a faithful 

example,  and allow Scripture  to  shape him.  We also  need to  read the 

whole  passage,  examine  our  relationships,  and  correct  practices  that 

contradict what we profess.

For  personal  reflection:  What  loves  are  ordering  my  decisions?  Do  I 

accept  a  teaching  because  it  is  biblical  or  because  it  confirms  my 

preferences? Do I allow Scripture to correct my conduct? What specific 

good work  can  I  do  for  someone  this  week? These  questions  help  us 

respond to the Word; they are not additional conditions for purchasing 

salvation.

Suggested pastoral prayer: Lord, help us recognize deception and our own 

sin. Strengthen our faith in Christ Jesus. Teach us to receive your Word 

humbly,  endure  opposition  without  abandoning  love,  and  serve  with 

integrity.  May  what  we  learn  produce  obedience  and  care  for  others. 

Amen.
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2 TIMOTHY 3:1�17
Remain in the Word in difficult times

1
Dangerous times

2 Timothy 3:1

Paul warns that difficult times will come in
the last days.

2
Disordered love

2 Timothy 3:2�4

Selfishness, greed, arrogance, and
ingratitude; loving pleasure more than God.

3
Godliness without obedience

2 Timothy 3:5

An outward religious appearance can
conceal a life that denies the power of
godliness. Turn away from such people.

4
Deception that enslaves

2 Timothy 3:6�7

False teachers exploit vulnerable people
who keep learning without arriving at the
knowledge of the truth.

5
Opposition has a limit

2 Timothy 3:8�9

As Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses,
these people resist the truth. Their folly will
become evident.

6
An example to follow

2 Timothy 3:10

Timothy knew Paul�s teaching, conduct,
purpose, faith, patience, love, and
endurance.

7
God sustains the persecuted

2 Timothy 3:11

Paul recalls his suffering in Antioch,
Iconium, and Lystra, and how the Lord
rescued him.

8
Faithfulness faces opposition

2 Timothy 3:12�13

Those who desire to live a godly life in
Christ will face persecution. Deceivers are
also deceived.

9
Continue in what you learned

2 Timothy 3:14

Remain in the teaching you received and
became convinced of, remembering who
taught you.

10
Wisdom for salvation

2 Timothy 3:15

The sacred Scriptures can make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

11
Scripture comes from God

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is inspired by God and useful
for teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in righteousness.

12
Equipped to do good

2 Timothy 3:17

The Word shapes God�s servant and fully
equips that person for every good work.

Remain in Christ and in his Word.

Personalized by: Ruperto Bravo Benavente

References: Biblia Reina Valera 1960; Nuevo Testamento Interlineal Griego-Espa�ol, Francisco Lacueva.

Explanatory summary of the passage � 2026
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