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Purpose and Scope

This study offers a biblical, pastoral, and educational reading of John 14:1-
7. It seeks to respect the passage’s immediate meaning, relate it to the
Gospel of John as a whole, and identify practical applications without
replacing personal reading of Scripture.

Christ does not promise a life without affliction; He promises that
affliction will not have the final word. He Himself is the believer’s
assurance.

Base Text: A Walk Through John 14:1-7

e 14:1: Do not let distress rule the heart; trust in God and in Christ.

¢ 14:2: In the Father’s house are dwelling places; Jesus goes to prepare a
place.

¢ 14:3: Christ will return and receive His own so that they may be with
Him.

¢ 14:4-5: Thomas admits that he does not understand the destination or
the way.

¢ 14:6: Jesus declares that He is the way, the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father except through Him.

¢ 14:7: Knowing the Son leads to true knowledge of the Father.

Note: the outline above is an explanatory paraphrase. For the complete
biblical text, consult the Reina-Valera 1960 Bible.

Introduction

John 14:1-7 belongs to Jesus’ intimate conversation with His disciples
before the cross. They are confused by the announcement of His
departure, the betrayal, and the weakness that has just been exposed.
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Jesus does not deny the seriousness of the hour; He enters it and speaks to
troubled hearts.

The passage brings together comfort, promise, and revelation. Christ calls
them to trust; assures them of a prepared destination; promises to return;
presents Himself as the only way to the Father; and declares that to know
Him is truly to know the Father. He does not offer a technique for avoiding
all distress, but His own person as the foundation of peace and hope.

1. Immediate Context

In John 13 Jesus washes His disciples’ feet, identifies the betrayer,
announces His glorification, and foretells Peter’s denial. The atmosphere is
not calm. The community hears that its Master is leaving and that they
cannot follow Him immediately. John 14 therefore begins as a pastoral
answer to a real crisis.

The unit continues through John 17. Its inseparable themes include
dwelling with God, knowing the Father, the coming of the Comforter,
Christ’s peace, abiding in Him, and the High Priestly Prayer. John 14:1-7
serves as the doorway to this great Farewell Discourse.

2. Verse 1 — A Heart Sustained by Faith

The Greek expression mé tarassestho means: do not let your heart remain
agitated or deeply troubled. The verb does not describe a shallow emotion;
it conveys inward upheaval. Jesus does not shame the disciples for feeling
it. He directs them toward trust.

The phrase pisteuete eis ton Theon kai eis eme pisteuete links faith in God
with faith in Jesus. It carries the force of a call: trust in God, and trust also
in Me. In the Fourth Gospel, believing ‘in’ Christ is not merely accepting a
religious idea; it is personally resting in Him.

Application: Christian faith does not require pretending that nothing hurts.
It brings the wounded heart to Christ and anchors it in who He is. Peace
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begins when circumstances no longer rule our vision and our eyes return
to the Lord.

3. Verse 2 — The Father’s House

Jesus speaks of His Father’s house and many dwelling places. Monai, the
plural of mong, describes places of abiding: places where one lives and
remains. The emphasis is not on imagined luxury, but on the certainty of
belonging forever in the Father’s presence and household.

‘I go to prepare a place for you’ does not suggest that heaven was
materially unfinished. In the context of the cross, resurrection, and
exaltation, Christ opens access through His work. The preparation of the
place is joined to the preparation of His people through His sacrifice and
victory.

The promise answers two fears: there is no shortage in the Father’s house,
and there is no deception in the Son’s word. Jesus appeals to His
truthfulness: if it were otherwise, He would have told them.

4. Verse 3 — Christ’s Personal Promise

The center of hope is not simply a place: it is being with Christ. The
promise reaches its goal in the words ‘that where I am, there you may be
also.” The believer’s destiny is personal and everlasting fellowship with the
Lord.

When this study speaks of ‘His own,’ it refers specifically to the Church, the
living Body of Christ: all believers of this dispensation, both those who fell
asleep in Christ through the centuries and those who are alive when He is
revealed. The promise reaches beyond the disciples in the room to His
entire Church.

Other passages—especially 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians
15:51-52—explain that the Lord will descend from heaven, the dead in
Christ will rise, and living believers will be transformed. Together they will
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be caught up to meet the Lord in the clouds. In this meeting Christ does not
touch the earth: He receives His Church in the air and takes her with Him.
This event is distinct from His later glorious manifestation upon the earth.

We should not force every detail of prophetic chronology into these verses.
Their central affirmation is enough and glorious: the separation will not be
permanent; Christ Himself guarantees the reunion.

5. Verses 4-5 — Thomas’s Honest Question

Jesus declares that they know the way to where He is going. Thomas
answers frankly: if they do not understand the destination, how can they
know the way? His question reveals confusion, but it also opens the door
to one of the deepest declarations in the Gospel.

Scripture does not present Thomas as disposable. His doubt, spoken before
Christ, receives light. A sincere question should not be hidden; it may be
brought to the Lord and examined through His Word.

6. Verse 6 — ‘| Am the Way’

Jesus does not merely say that He teaches a way; He declares, ‘I am the
way.” Hodos may describe a road, access, or the means of arrival. Access to
the Father does not rest on human merit, ritual, or self-improvement, but
on the person and work of the Son.

As the way, Christ reconciles and leads. His incarnation reveals God; His
death deals with sin; His resurrection confirms victory; and His
intercession sustains those who draw near to God through Him. Christian
salvation is thoroughly Christ-centered.

7. Verse 6 — ‘The Truth’

Alétheia is not a theory separated from Jesus. In Him, God is made known
faithfully and decisively. His words are true because His person perfectly

Bible Study < Page 5



JOHN 14:1-7 | R.B.B.

expresses the Father. Christ exposes falsehood about both God and
humanity.

Christ’s truth is not cold: it frees, sanctifies, and directs. Nor does it adjust
itself to every private preference. The disciple receives Jesus as the
standard that corrects thought and life.

8. Verse 6 — ‘The Life’

708, in John, points to the life that comes from God and reaches its fullness
in eternity. Christ does not merely improve present existence: He possesses
and gives life. Therefore, believing in Him is connected with passing from
death to life and receiving eternal life.

Way, truth, and life are not three independent offers. They are one
revelation: Christ leads to the Father because He reveals the Father and
because in Him is the life required for fellowship with God.

9. The Exclusivity of Christ

‘No one comes to the Father except through Me’ is a universal and
exclusive statement. It does not arise from churchly arrogance, but from
the Son’s unique identity and the sufficiency of His work. If humanity’s
problem were only ignorance, information would be enough; but because
it includes sin, guilt, and death, reconciliation and life are necessary.

This exclusivity must be communicated with humility, compassion, and
clarity. Christians do not present themselves as superior; they point to the
Savior they received by grace. The door is one, but the gospel invitation is
proclaimed to all.

10. Verse 7 — Knowing the Son and the Father

Jesus affirms that knowing Him leads to true knowledge of the Father.
Ginosko conveys real and relational knowledge, not merely accumulated
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facts. From that point the disciples have seen the Father in the sense that
the Son has perfectly revealed Him.

The verse does not confuse the Father and the Son as though they were the
same person. John preserves personal distinction and divine unity: the Son
is with the Father, comes from the Father, and makes His character visible.
The immediate development in 14:8-11 expands this affirmation.

11. Doctrinal Structure of the Passage

The human problem is a troubled heart and a separation the disciples do
not understand. God’s answer is the person of Christ: worthy of faith,
preparer of the place, returning Lord, exclusive way, complete truth,
eternal life, and revelation of the Father.

In John 14:3, ‘His own’ includes the Church, His living Body, gathered
throughout the centuries of this dispensation. At the Rapture, dead and
living believers will be united and will meet the Lord in the clouds,
without Christ then descending to touch the earth.

The movement of the text may be summarized this way: from distress to
trust; from departure to promise; from questioning to knowledge; and
from fear to eternal fellowship.

12. Pastoral Application

When the heart is troubled, the first question should not always be, ‘How
do I remove this immediately?’ but, ‘In whom am I trusting? Jesus allows
us to acknowledge affliction while calling us to place its weight upon Him.

When fear of death or separation appears, the believer remembers that
Christ prepares, returns, and receives. Hope is not escape; it enables
faithful living in the present because the future is guarded by the Lord.
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When culture presents many spiritual paths as equal, the disciple answers
without violence or pride: Christ is the access to the Father. Doctrinal
faithfulness and love for our neighbor must walk together.

13. Errors to Avoid

¢ Do not turn ‘do not let your heart be troubled’ into condemnation of
someone facing anxiety, grief, or illness. The command comes with
Christ’s presence, promise, and person.

¢ Do not reduce the ‘dwelling places’ to architectural speculation. The
central point is abiding with God.

¢ Do not present Jesus as one spiritual option among many. The text itself
exclusively connects the Son with access to the Father.

¢ Do not separate John 14:6 from Christ’s love and self-giving. The truth
that excludes false paths is the truth of the Son who goes to the cross to
save.

14. Questions for Personal or Group Study

e What news or situation was troubling the disciples? What does this
reveal about the way Jesus meets human weakness?

e How does the Father’s house answer the fear of abandonment?

e Why is the promise of being with Christ greater than a detailed
description of heaven?

e What does receiving Christ as the way, the truth, and the life mean in
practical decisions?

e How can Christ’s exclusivity be proclaimed with clarity and gentleness?

e What quality of the Father becomes visible as we look at Jesus in this
passage?
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15. Final Summary

John 14:1-7 does not give an impersonal formula. It presents Jesus Christ
as God’s answer to the troubled heart. He deserves the same trust directed

toward God; assures a place in the Father’s house; promises to return;

receives His own; is the only way, embodied truth, and eternal life; and

perfectly reveals the Father.

The assurance of the passage does not rest on the disciple’s emotional
strength, but on Christ’s word and work. Faith looks beyond departure,

uncertainty, and death because the Lord leads His own toward fellowship

that will never end.

16. Lexical Observations from the Greek Text

Text

14:1

14:1

14:2

14:3

14:6

14:6

14:6

Term

tarassestho

pisteuete eis

monai

paraléempsomai

hodos

alétheia

Basic Meaning

to be agitated or
deeply troubled

to believe in, to
trust personally

dwelling  places,
places of abiding

I will receive, take
with Me

way, access

truth, faithful
reality

life that comes
from God

Contribution

Christ  addresses
inward upheaval.

Faith is directed to
God and the Son.

The Father’s house
offers lasting
fellowship.

Christ initiates the
reunion.

Christ does not
merely guide; He
is the way.

The Son reveals
God without
falsehood.

Eternal life is in
Christ.
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14:7 ginoskd to know truly and Knowing the Son
relationally leads to knowing
the Father.

The transliterations and meanings are offered as a reading aid in dialogue
with Francisco Lacueva’s Greek-Spanish Interlinear New Testament; they
do not replace a full study of grammar and context.
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Teaching Infographic

A TROUBLED HEART

Jesus recognizes distress and calls
us to trust in God and in Him.

THE FATHER’S HOUSE

There is a prepared place:
belonging and lasting fellowship
with God.

CHRIST RECEIVES HIS CHURCH

The dead in Christ and
transformed living believers meet
the Lord in the clouds; He does not
touch the earth.

THOMAS’S QUESTION

An honest doubt is brought to
Jesus and receives a clear answer.

WAY e TRUTH * LIFE

Christ is the access, faithful
revelation, and life that comes
from God.

KNOWING THE FATHER

Whoever knows the Son receives
the true revelation of the Father.
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Peace does not come from controlling the future, but from trusting
Christ, who prepares, returns, receives, leads, and reveals the Father.
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BIBLICAL COMIC STRIP — JOHN 14:1-7

1. DO NOT LET YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED 2. IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE
Jesus knows the disciples’ distress and calls them to trust in God and Christ assures them that there are many dwelling places: a permanent
also in Him. home in fellowship with the Father.

3.1 GO TO PREPARE A PLACE 4. CHRIST RECEIVES HIS CHURCH

Through His cross, resurrection, and exaltation, Christ opens the way The dead in Christ rise, and living believers are transformed. The whole Church
and prepares the eternal reunion. meets the Lord in the clouds; He does not touch the earth.

5. THOMAS ASKS AN HONEST QUESTION 6.1 AM THE WAY
Thomas admits that he does not understand the way. Jesus receives his Jesus does not merely give directions:
sincere question and answers clearly. Father.

7. THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE 8. TO KNOW THE SON IS TO KNOW THE FATHER

Christ perfectly reveals God and gives eternal life to those who believe The Father is revealed in the Son. Our final hope is to be with Christ
forever.

Personalized for: Ruperto Bravo Benavente (R.B.B.)
Bibliogr: 960 Bible - Gre
Doctrinal summar,
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Compiler’s Biographical Note
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Senior project developer and process engineering specialist with more than 40 years of
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Specialist in modernizing investment models and implementing advanced technologies
—including extrusion, cryogenics, and HIMSS 7—with an emphasis on economic
feasibility under international standards of the International Chamber of Commerce
(Ico.

Compiler and editorial coordinator of biblical and educational materials for study and
free distribution. Resident in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

In this work he serves as initiator, compiler, and coordinator of the editorial
presentation. The doctrinal content is based on the stated references and should be
examined in the light of Holy Scripture.
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included; sensitive personal data, identification documents, and
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