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EDITORIAL NOTE
This work provides complete Scripture references and brief biblical 
excerpts from the Reina-Valera 1960, accompanied by original 
explanations in U.S. English. Greek observations are intended as an 
orientation and should be checked directly against Francisco Lacueva's 
Greek-Spanish Interlinear and, where appropriate, a critical edition of the 
Greek New Testament. No protected translation or notes are reproduced 
in full.

Purpose

To gather the biblical foundations showing that the security of eternal life 
rests on the perfect work and faithfulness of Jesus Christ; to distinguish 
direct texts from complementary texts; and to explain soberly how 
security, sanctification, discipline, perseverance, and warnings 
harmonize.

Doctrinal Statement

The true believer is saved by grace, justified through faith, united 
with Christ, and sealed with the Holy Spirit. The believer may fail and 
needs growth, confession, and discipline; yet final security does not 
rest on flawless performance, but on Christ, who paid in full, rose, 
intercedes, and will bring His work to glorification.
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1. Central Thesis: Security Rests on Christ
The security of eternal life does not arise from an exaggerated claim 
about the believer. Scripture never teaches that, after believing, a person 
becomes incapable of stumbling. Peter denied the Lord; the Corinthians 
needed correction; and Galatians was written to believers exposed to 
error. Christian assurance rests on something far firmer: Jesus Christ 
finished the work of redemption, rose from the dead, lives, intercedes, 
and God remains faithful to His promise.

Therefore, the decisive question is not whether the believer will manage 
to stand without weakness, but whether Christ is sufficient to save 
completely the one who has trusted in Him. Biblical assurance looks away 
from self. It does not make human experience its foundation; it rests on 
the person, work, and faithfulness of the Savior.

This truth does not minimize sin. Sin grieves the Spirit, harms fellowship, 
damages testimony, and may bring fatherly discipline. Yet discipline is 
not condemnation. God corrects His children precisely because they are 
His children. The grace that saves also teaches us to renounce ungodliness 
and live soberly (Titus 2:11-14).
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2. Christ Paid Completely for Our Sins
At the cross, no unpaid debt remained for the believer to complete 
through works, suffering, or personal perseverance. Christ bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24). The words in John 19:30, “It is 
finished,” translate tetelestai, a form that communicates a completed 
action whose results remain. The price was paid; the work required for 
redemption was accomplished.

Hebrews emphasizes the contrast between repeated sacrifices and 
Christ's one offering. By one offering He perfected forever those who are 
being sanctified (Hebrews 10:14). Perfection here does not describe daily 
sinlessness, but definitive acceptance before God on the basis of the 
sufficient sacrifice. If security depended on adding human merit, the cross 
would no longer be sufficient.

The resurrection confirms the effectiveness of the work. Christ was 
delivered up because of our offenses and raised because of our 
justification (Romans 4:25). Assurance beholds the crucified and risen 
Savior: guilt was dealt with, justice was satisfied, and death was defeated.

3. God Justified the Believer
Justification is a judicial act of God. It does not mean declaring that sin is 
unimportant, but declaring righteous the one who believes because Christ 
bore the penalty and His righteousness is the basis of the verdict. Romans 
3:24 says that we are justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.

The Greek verb dikaioo has a declarative meaning in this context. In 
Romans 5:1, “having been justified” presents a received action: the 
believer does not acquit himself. The result is peace with God. Romans 
8:33-34 asks who will bring a charge against God's elect and answers by 
pointing to the God who justifies and the Christ who died, rose, and 
intercedes.
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A fall may require confession and restoration, but it does not invalidate 
the verdict issued on the basis of Christ. Justification does not fluctuate 
with emotional condition. Fellowship may vary; the believer's judicial 
standing in Christ rests on an already completed work.

4. The Believer Possesses Eternal Life
In John 5:24 the verbs are decisive: the one who hears and believes “has” 
eternal life, “shall not come” into judgment, and “has passed” from death 
into life. Eternal life is a present possession, exclusion from future 
condemnation, and a completed transfer. It is not temporary life subject 
to periodic renewal.

John 10:28 contains an intensely emphatic Greek negation: ou me with the 
subjunctive, followed by the expression “forever.” Christ declares that His 
sheep will never perish. Security is also presented through a double 
keeping: the hand of the Son and the hand of the Father.

First John 5:11-13 inseparably joins life to the Son and affirms that the 
believer may know that he or she has eternal life. Such certainty is not 
presumption when it rests on God's testimony. Presumption would be 
trusting oneself; faith is taking seriously what God has said about His Son.

5. The Believer Is United with Christ
Salvation is not merely the reception of separate benefits; it includes a 
real spiritual union with Christ. The believer was baptized by the Spirit 
into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13), is “in Christ,” and participates 
representatively in His death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-11). The 
believer's life is hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3-4).

This union explains Romans 8:1: there is no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. Security is objective because it depends on the new 
position. God no longer regards the believer under Adam, but united to 
the last Adam, crucified and risen.
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Union does not erase personality or remove responsibility. On the 
contrary, it becomes the source of holy living: “Christ lives in me” 
(Galatians 2:20). Fruit does not create the union; it grows from it. Good 
works do not purchase salvation, but salvation creates a life designed for 
good works (Ephesians 2:8-10).

6. The Believer Was Sealed with the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 1:13-14 presents a clear order: hearing the word of truth, 
believing in Christ, and being sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. The 
verb esphragisthete is passive: God performs the sealing. The seal 
communicates ownership, authenticity, and destiny.

The Spirit is also the arrabon, the guarantee or down payment of the 
inheritance. This is not a fragile promise made by the believer to God, but 
God's commitment displayed in the gift of His Spirit. Ephesians 4:30 
establishes the horizon: sealed “for the day of redemption.” The seal looks 
from the moment of faith to bodily redemption.

The same Spirit who guarantees the inheritance can be grieved. This 
shows that security and responsibility coexist. Paul does not threaten the 
removal of the seal; he appeals to the reality of the sealing as a reason to 
abandon conduct unworthy of the believer's calling.

7. Christ Intercedes for the Believer
Christ's work did not end in the tomb. The risen Lord always lives to 
intercede for those who come to God through Him; therefore, He is able to 
save completely (Hebrews 7:25). His priesthood is permanent and 
effective. Romans 8:34 brings together death, resurrection, exaltation, and 
intercession as the answer to every charge.

In 1 John 2:1-2, written to believers so that they would not sin, John 
acknowledges the possibility of a fall: “if anyone sins.” The answer is not a 
new sacrifice, but the Advocate already before the Father and the 
sufficient propitiation of Jesus Christ.
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Christ's intercession does not set a merciful Son against a reluctant 
Father. Father and Son share the saving purpose. In John 17, Christ prays 
for His own to be kept, sanctified, and finally brought to be with Him and 
behold His glory.

8. Nothing Can Separate the Believer from God's 
Love
Romans 8:35-39 considers tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, peril, sword, death, life, angels, principalities, the present, the 
future, height, depth, and every created thing. The conclusion is absolute: 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Paul does not promise an absence of pain. Security endures through 
suffering because the love that keeps the believer does not depend on 
favorable circumstances. Even amid affliction, we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us.

If someone asks whether the believer himself is excluded from the list, the 
answer is that the believer is also a created being. Moreover, the passage 
does not rest on our ability to hold on, but on the determination of God's 
love in Christ.

9. God Will Bring His Work to Glorification
Romans 8:29-30 presents an unbroken chain: foreknown, predestined, 
called, justified, and glorified. “Glorified” appears in the past tense even 
though the future experience is still awaited. The tense presents the 
certainty of God's purpose as an assured reality.

Philippians 1:6 attributes both the beginning and the completion to God: 
He who began a good work will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
First Corinthians 1:8-9 adds that Christ will sustain believers to the end 
and grounds this hope in a simple declaration: “God is faithful.” Final 
perseverance depends on a faithfulness greater than our own.
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Glorification includes the transformation of the lowly body to be 
conformed to Christ's glorious body (Philippians 3:20-21). Biblical 
salvation is not left incomplete: the God who justifies also brings His 
people to glory.

10. Falls, Discipline, and Restoration
Scripture does not idealize the believer. A believer may sin, grieve the 
Spirit, lose joy, usefulness, reward, and practical fellowship, and may 
receive severe discipline. First Corinthians 11:30-32 says that some 
believers were disciplined even physically, yet adds that they were judged 
by the Lord so that they would not be condemned with the world.

Hebrews 12:5-11 presents discipline as evidence of sonship. The Father 
disciplines for our profit so that we may share His holiness. Correction 
may be painful, but its purpose is to yield the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness, not to return the child to condemnation.

Restoration includes sincere confession (1 John 1:9), dependence on the 
Advocate (1 John 2:1-2), renewal of the mind, restitution where 
appropriate, and a return to obedience. Security does not say, “My sin 
does not matter.” It says, “My sin was so serious that it required the cross, 
and the grace that forgave me calls me to walk in the light.”

11. Difficult Warnings: Reading Them Reverently
The warning passages must neither be ignored nor isolated in order to 
cancel clear promises. They serve serious purposes: exposing empty 
professions, warning against hardening, urging perseverance, and 
revealing the temporal consequences of disobedience.
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Hebrews 6:4-9 and 10:26-39 require careful attention to context, audience, 
and the author's contrasts. Hebrews alternates exposition of Christ's 
sufficiency with exhortations not to draw back. After warning, the author 
expresses confidence in “better things, and things that accompany 
salvation” (6:9), and calls the reader to live by faith (10:38-39). A doctrine 
should not be built only on disputed expressions while setting aside John 
5:24; 10:28; Romans 8; and Ephesians 1.

John 15:6 and the fruit parables call us to distinguish vital union from 
outward association. First John 2:19 recognizes that some departed 
because they were not truly of the apostolic fellowship. Matthew 7:21-23 
describes people with extraordinary religious works to whom Christ says 
He never knew them; it does not say He once knew them and later ceased 
to know them.

Responsible reading distinguishes three levels: explicit, inferred, and 
interpretive. It is explicit that Christ gives eternal life and that no one can 
snatch His sheep away. Integrating those promises with the warnings is a 
doctrinal inference. The exact identification of every figure in certain 
passages may be interpretive; therefore, it should be presented humbly.

12. Security, Holiness, and Fruit
Genuine security does not produce apathy. The love of Christ compels; 
grace trains; the Spirit produces fruit. The believer obeys not to purchase 
acceptance, but because he or she has been accepted in Christ. 
Sanctification is not the price of justification; it is the outworking of new 
life.

Works matter as fruit, evidence, service, and a basis for reward, but never 
as the foundation of eternal life. James confronts a merely verbal and 
barren faith. Paul confronts the claim to be declared righteous by works. 
Both reject an empty profession and place true life under the action of 
God.
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Assurance matures as believers look to Christ, remain in His Word, walk 
in fellowship, and recognize the Spirit's work. When conscience accuses, 
the remedy is not pretending to be perfect; it is coming honestly to the 
throne of grace, confessing, receiving correction, and resting again in the 
Savior.

13. Biblical Catalogue

Direct Texts

These passages directly affirm the possession, preservation, or completion 
of salvation. They should govern the primary formulation of the doctrine.

Passage Direct Contribution

John 3:16, 36 Whoever believes has eternal life; that life comes from God 
and is received through faith in the Son.

John 5:24 The believer has eternal life, will not come into judgment, 
and has passed from death into life.

John 6:37-40 Christ does not cast out anyone who comes to Him and 
promises to raise His own on the last day.

John 10:27-30 Christ gives eternal life; His sheep will never perish, and no 
one can snatch them from the hands of the Son and the 
Father.

Romans 5:1, 8-10 Justified by faith, reconciled through the death of the Son, 
and saved by His life.

Romans 8:1, 29-
39

No condemnation, a purpose that reaches glorification, and 
no separation from God's love in Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:8-
9

Christ will sustain believers to the end; God is faithful.

Ephesians 1:13-
14; 4:30

The believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit, the guarantee of 
the inheritance, until the day of redemption.

Philippians 1:6 God will complete the good work He began until the day of 
Jesus Christ.
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Passage Direct Contribution

Hebrews 7:25; 
10:10-14

Christ saves completely, always intercedes, and perfected 
forever those who are sanctified through one offering.

1 Peter 1:3-5 The inheritance is reserved, and believers are kept by the 
power of God through faith.

1 John 5:11-13 Eternal life is in the Son, and the believer may know that he 
or she possesses it.

Jude 24-25 God is able to keep and present believers blameless before 
His glory.

Complementary Texts

These passages explain the foundation, characteristics, hope, fruit, and 
warnings related to security. Not every passage describes the whole 
doctrine by itself; each illuminates it within the full witness of Scripture.

The finished work: Isaiah 53:4-6, 10-12; John 19:30; Romans 3:21-26; 4:23-
25; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Colossians 2:13-14; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18

Justification and peace: Acts 13:38-39; Romans 3:28; 4:5-8; 5:1-2, 9; 8:30, 
33-34; Galatians 2:16; Titus 3:5-7

Life in the Son: John 1:12-13; 3:3-8, 14-18; 4:14; 6:47, 51; 11:25-26; 17:2-3; 
Romans 6:23; Colossians 3:3-4

Union with Christ: Romans 6:3-11; 1 Corinthians 6:17; 12:13; 2 
Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:4-6; Colossians 2:10-13

Seal and guarantee: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 
Romans 8:9, 14-17, 23

Intercession and advocacy: Luke 22:31-32; John 17:9-24; Romans 8:34; 
Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 7:24-25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1-2

Preserving power: Psalm 37:23-24, 28; John 17:11-12, 15; 1 Corinthians 
10:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; 2 Timothy 1:12; 4:18; 1 Peter 1:5

Future glorification: John 6:39-40, 44, 54; Romans 8:11, 17-23, 30; 1 
Corinthians 15:49-57; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2
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Discipline and restoration: Psalm 32; 51; John 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 
11:30-32; Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 John 1:9; 2:1-2

Perseverance and fruit: John 8:31; 15:1-11; Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 
2:12-13; Titus 2:11-14; James 2:14-26; 1 John 2:3-6; 3:9-10

Warnings and examination: Matthew 7:21-23; 13:18-23; John 15:6; Acts 
8:13-24; 1 Corinthians 10:1-12; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Hebrews 3:6-14; 6:4-9; 
10:26-39; 1 John 2:19

14. Grammatical Summary for Reference
John 10:28 - ou me apolontai

An emphatic negation: they shall never perish; the statement is completed 
by “forever.”

Ephesians 1:13 - esphragisthete

Aorist passive: you were sealed; God acts upon those who believed.

Ephesians 1:14 - arrabon

A guarantee, down payment, or first installment that secures the 
inheritance.

Romans 5:1 - dikaiothentes

A passive participle: having been justified; the verdict is received.

Romans 8:1 - katakrima

A condemning sentence or penal consequence; in Christ there is none.

Hebrews 10:14 - teteleioken eis to dienekes

He has perfected with continuing effect; the one offering sustains the 
standing.

Philippians 1:6 - epitelesei

He will bring to completion the work He began.
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15. Questions, Conclusion, and Final Declaration
1. On whom does my security finally rest: my performance or Jesus 
Christ?

2. What is the difference between judicial condemnation and fatherly 
discipline?

3. How do John 5:24 and 10:28 show that eternal life is a present and 
secure possession?

4. What do the seal and the guarantee of the Spirit communicate?

5. Why is Christ's present intercession essential to assurance?

6. How should warnings be read without denying clear promises?

7. How does Christ-centered assurance produce holiness and gratitude?

Doctrinal Conclusion

The security of eternal life does not claim that a believer is incapable of 
sinning, doubting, or stumbling. It affirms that Christ's work is sufficient, 
God's verdict is just, the life received is eternal, union with Christ is real, 
the Spirit is the guarantee, the Savior intercedes, and no created thing can 
separate His own from the love of God in Christ. The same God who calls 
and justifies brings His purpose to glorification.

“THE SECURITY OF ETERNAL LIFE DOES NOT REST ON 
CLAIMING THAT THE BELIEVER CAN NEVER FAIL. IT 

RESTS ON RECOGNIZING THAT CHRIST NEVER FAILS.”
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16. Teaching Infographic
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