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Purpose and reading method
The purpose is to gather and organize the principal biblical texts supporting 
God’s faithfulness toward Israel. The central conclusion is that covenant, 
discipline, and mercy must be read together: preserving the people does not 
remove human responsibility or grant personal salvation apart from Jesus Christ.

Eternal keeping is a thematic summary used in this study, not a technical formula 
occurring verbatim in every passage. It describes God’s faithfulness in 
preserving Israel within his purpose and fulfilling the promises made to the 
patriarchs. My in the title echoes God’s designation of Israel as his people; it 
does not make the compiler’s voice a prophetic declaration.

A direct text explicitly states the concept addressed in a section. A 
complementary text illuminates it through background, consequences, imagery, 
or related promises. The classification depends on the concept: an exodus 
narrative directly supports historical deliverance but complements an argument 
about future preservation.

Each exposition distinguishes biblical reference or quotation, contextual 
explanation, doctrinal connection, and pastoral application. References invite 
reading the whole passage. Only passages in quotation marks are presented as 
quotations; the remaining paragraphs are editorial explanation. This collection 
covers the principal foundations without claiming to exhaust every biblical 
allusion.

The interpretation adopted here recognizes a future restoration of Israel as a 
people, centered on the Messiah. That interpretation is distinguished from 
explicit textual statements, and alternatives are acknowledged where relevant. No 
contemporary political event is labeled a definitive fulfillment without a specific 
textual argument.
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Central passages and their scope
Concept Direct foundation

The call and the patriarchal covenant Genesis 12:1–3; 15:1–21; 17:7–8

Discipline and the continuing covenant Leviticus 26:40–45; Deuteronomy 30:1–10

The Keeper of Israel Psalm 121:1–8

Preservation announced in the midst of 
judgment

Jeremiah 30:10–11; 31:35–37

The new covenant and inward renewal Jeremiah 31:31–34; Ezekiel 36:22–28

The remnant and salvation through faith Romans 9:1–8; 10:1–13; 11:1–6

Partial hardening and the hope of restoration Romans 11:25–29
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1 The call and the patriarchal covenant
Direct texts: Genesis 12:1–3; 15:1–21; 17:7–8

Complementary texts: Genesis 22:15–18; 26:3–5; 28:13–15; Romans 4:13–25

Textual explanation: Genesis presents Abram’s call as God’s initiative. The 
promise includes descendants, land, and blessing for the families of the earth. 
Chapter 15 also announces suffering and the descendants’ eventual departure 
from oppression; future adversity therefore does not by itself prove that the 
covenant failed. Chapter 17 extends the commitment to Abraham and his 
descendants. Its confirmation to Isaac and Jacob places these promises within a 
concrete history.

Doctrinal connection: Election has a particular dimension and a universal reach. 
Israel receives a historical role, while the promised blessing extends to the 
nations. Covenant requirements and human responses must be studied in context; 
recognizing divine initiative does not authorize removing every command 
associated with it.

Application: Faith rests on God’s word. Studying Israel’s origins calls for 
gratitude for grace and care against treating election as personal or ethnic 
superiority.

2 The exodus and remembrance of the covenant
Direct texts: Exodus 2:23–25; 3:7–10; 6:2–8

Complementary texts: Exodus 12:1–14; 14:13–31; Deuteronomy 7:6–9

Textual explanation: The cry of enslaved Israelites precedes Moses’ call. God 
hears, knows their condition, and remembers the covenant with the patriarchs. 
Remembering here expresses faithful action rather than retrieving forgotten 
information. Exodus 6 explicitly connects deliverance with the promise and the 
relationship between God and his people. The sea crossing and Passover belong 
to that historical event and should not be reduced to symbols detached from the 
narrative.

Doctrinal connection: God’s keeping includes actual deliverance at a particular 
time. The exodus reveals the Lord’s character but does not promise immediate 
freedom from oppression for every believer. Connections with redemption in 
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Christ should follow New Testament texts rather than imagined correspondences 
for every detail.

Application: Suffering does not justify a hasty conclusion that God has 
forgotten. Prayer can express pain and hope without requiring every answer to 
repeat the manner and timing of the exodus.

3 Provision and responsibility in the wilderness
Direct texts: Deuteronomy 8:2–6; 9:4–6

Complementary texts: Exodus 16; Numbers 14:26–35; Psalm 78:12–39

Textual explanation: Deuteronomy 8 recalls the journey as a period of 
humbling, testing, and learning. Food and preservation teach dependence on 
God. Deuteronomy 9 rejects Israel’s claim that its own righteousness earned the 
land. Numbers 14 supplies an essential limit: a generation experienced judgment 
and did not enter the land. The people’s continuity did not prevent individual 
consequences of unbelief.

Doctrinal connection: Collective preservation and each person’s experience are 
not identical. The Lord can maintain his purpose for Israel while disciplining a 
generation. This distinction prevents treating a promise as permission to disobey 
or as a guarantee of uninterrupted comfort.

Application: Remembering provision encourages gratitude. Pastoral application 
should invite trust and listening without explaining every person’s suffering as 
punishment for a specific sin.

4 Discipline and the continuing covenant
Direct texts: Leviticus 26:40–45; Deuteronomy 30:1–10

Complementary texts: Deuteronomy 28:58–68; Amos 3:1–2; Nehemiah 1:5–9

Textual explanation: Leviticus 26 develops blessings and sanctions within the 
Mosaic covenant. Dispersion is an announced possibility, not a surprise outside 
the covenant. Verses 40–45 place confession, humbling, and remembrance of the 
covenant within that crisis. God declares that he will not utterly destroy the 
people or break his covenant even among their enemies. Deuteronomy 30 
connects return, gathering, and a changed heart.
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Doctrinal connection: God’s holiness and faithfulness work together. His 
continuing commitment does not require the absence of judgment. The sanctions 
of the Mosaic covenant should also not be confused with every aspect of the 
patriarchal promise. The promised return includes responding to the Lord, not 
merely relocation.

Application: Biblical hope allows sin to be acknowledged without despair. 
Pastoral care should communicate both the seriousness of truth and the 
possibility of returning to God.

5 The Keeper of Israel
Direct texts: Psalm 121:1–8

Complementary texts: Psalm 46:1–11; 124:1–8; Isaiah 43:1–7

Biblical quotation: “The one who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.”

Psalm 121:4 · Editorial translation from RVR1960

Textual explanation: Psalm 121 belongs to the Songs of Ascents. Looking 
toward the hills leads to a confession: help comes from the Lord, maker of 
heaven and earth. The image of the Keeper communicates constant vigilance. 
References to the journey, day, and night express the extent of care through 
poetry. They do not turn the psalm into a contract excluding illness, persecution, 
or death from faithful people’s lives.

Doctrinal connection: The passage directly supports God’s care for Israel. An 
argument for future national continuity should connect it with covenant texts that 
state that point more specifically. The poetry teaches confidence in God’s 
character and should retain its literary genre.

Application: This psalm can guide prayer during travel, uncertainty, and 
distress. Trust in God accompanies responsible protective measures and does not 
require denying human vulnerability.
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6 Preservation announced in the midst of judgment
Direct texts: Jeremiah 30:10–11; 31:35–37

Complementary texts: Jeremiah 31:1–14; Isaiah 49:14–16; Malachi 3:6

Textual explanation: Jeremiah announces judgment on Judah and comfort for 
the future. In 30:11, correction does not amount to Jacob’s complete destruction. 
In 31:35–37, the created order illustrates the firmness of God’s commitment to 
Israel’s descendants. The declaration addresses the possibility of total rejection 
because of their sins. It neither removes the announced judgment nor guarantees 
the stability of every political institution.

Doctrinal connection: This is among the clearest foundations for Israel’s 
continuity before God. In the interpretation adopted here, the horizon reaches 
beyond the initial return from exile and supports hope for restoration. 
Connections with other texts develop that conclusion; the cosmic comparison 
supplies no prophetic timetable.

Application: Hope can endure when a historical chapter seems closed. Such 
confidence calls for humility: God’s word should guide the reading of history 
without being adapted to political preferences.

7 The new covenant and inward renewal
Direct texts: Jeremiah 31:31–34; Ezekiel 36:22–28

Complementary texts: Deuteronomy 30:6; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6–13; 10:14–18

Textual explanation: Jeremiah addresses the new covenant promise to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. It announces knowledge of the Lord, the law 
written inwardly, and forgiveness. Ezekiel connects gathering with cleansing, a 
new heart, and the Spirit. Restoration is God’s work for the sake of his name; the 
people are not depicted as deserving it. These texts do not permit external return 
and spiritual renewal to be permanently separated.

Doctrinal connection: Jesus connects his blood with the new covenant, and 
Hebrews applies the promise to Christ’s work. The New Testament affirms 
believers’ participation in its benefits. This study understands that participation 
as not necessarily exhausting every dimension of the promise to Israel; that is an 
interpretive conclusion requiring argument.
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Application: Hope centers on forgiveness and fellowship with God. Pastoral 
reading should lead to Christ and confidence in his work rather than exclusive 
fascination with territory or power.

8 The dry bones and the gathering of the people
Direct texts: Ezekiel 37:1–14, 15–28

Complementary texts: Isaiah 11:11–16; Jeremiah 23:5–8; Hosea 3:4–5

Textual explanation: Ezekiel explicitly identifies the bones with the house of 
Israel, whose hope had vanished. The vision answers that despair with an image 
of life received from God. The two sticks represent Judah and Joseph or Ephraim 
and announce unity. David as king and shepherd points toward government, 
peace, and divine presence. Without explanation, the passage should not be 
turned into a primary description of individual resurrection.

Doctrinal connection: In a messianic reading, the Davidic shepherd finds 
fulfillment in Christ. The vision supports restoration of the people and fellowship 
with God. The sequence of images does not by itself date modern stages of 
fulfillment or automatically identify a present state with the entire promise.

Application: God’s word reaches people who feel their history is over. 
Application can offer hope to a discouraged community while first preserving the 
passage’s historical reference to Israel.

9 The Messiah and the promises to the patriarchs
Direct texts: Luke 1:31–33; Romans 15:8–12

Complementary texts: Matthew 1:1; 23:37–39; Luke 19:41–44; Acts 1:6–8

Textual explanation: The announcement to Mary connects Jesus with David’s 
throne and the house of Jacob. Romans 15 presents his ministry as confirming 
the promises and prompting praise among the nations. Jesus’ laments over 
Jerusalem include judgment for rejection. In Acts 1, the question about restoring 
the kingdom receives an answer concerning the Father’s authority over times and 
the witnesses’ mission. That answer is not a timetable.

Doctrinal connection: The fulfillment of the promises must be read through 
Christ’s identity and work. His centrality rules out a separate path of salvation for 
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Israel. Acts 1 does not by itself settle every debate about the kingdom’s future 
form; readers must recognize the limits of what the answer states.

Application: Waiting is expressed through witness, prayer, and service. 
Prophetic hope does not authorize neglecting present responsibilities or 
announcing dates Jesus did not give.

10 The remnant and salvation through faith
Direct texts: Romans 9:1–8; 10:1–13; 11:1–6

Complementary texts: 1 Kings 19:9–18; Isaiah 10:20–23; John 14:6

Biblical quotation: “God has not rejected his people”

Romans 11:2 · Excerpt, editorial translation from RVR1960

Textual explanation: Paul expresses sorrow for Israel and acknowledges its 
privileges. Physical descent, however, does not by itself equal saving 
participation in the promise. His prayer for Israel’s salvation shows that privilege 
does not replace faith. Rejecting total abandonment of the people, he points to his 
own Israelite identity and the seven thousand in Elijah’s day. The remnant exists 
by grace.

Doctrinal connection: Israel’s continuity and the necessity of faith in Christ are 
compatible. The remnant cannot be used to claim that all Israelites are already 
saved or that grace depends on ethnic merit. The same mercy welcomes Jews and 
Gentiles.

Application: Paul’s attitude joins love for his people with faithfulness to the 
gospel. Application invites prayer for people’s salvation and respectful 
proclamation of Christ without religious or racial contempt.

11 The olive tree and Gentile humility
Direct texts: Romans 11:17–24

Complementary texts: Romans 11:11–16, 30–32; Ephesians 2:11–22

Textual explanation: The olive tree image describes natural branches, broken 
branches, and wild branches grafted in. Unbelief and faith explain the 
relationships Paul addresses. The root supports the branches; the Gentile must 



R.B.B.  |  The eternal keeping of Israel

11

not boast. The passage also affirms God’s power to graft back those who do not 
persist in unbelief. Every detail of the image should not be forced into a scheme 
the apostle does not explain.

Doctrinal connection: Gentile participation in blessing does not authorize 
contempt for Israel. Ephesians 2 affirms reconciliation and access to the Father in 
one body through Christ. Discussing perseverance in Romans 11 requires 
distinguishing the collective argument from the responsibility of professing 
believers; this section does not attempt to settle the whole doctrine of personal 
assurance by analogy.

Application: The teaching calls for gratitude and reverence. A Christian 
community can maintain its prophetic convictions while rejecting antisemitism 
and every form of ethnic superiority.

12 Partial hardening and the hope of restoration
Direct texts: Romans 11:25–29

Complementary texts: Isaiah 59:20–21; 27:9; Zechariah 12:10; 13:1

Biblical quotation: “For God’s gifts and calling are irrevocable.”

Romans 11:29 · Editorial translation from RVR1960

Textual explanation: Paul describes a partial hardening of Israel and connects it 
with the fullness of the Gentiles coming in. He then announces the salvation of 
all Israel and the Deliverer’s removal of ungodliness. The context distinguishes 
Israel from the Gentiles and returns to the patriarchs to explain divine love. 
God’s gifts and calling are not revoked. The hope centers on rescue from sin, not 
merely national victory.

Doctrinal connection: The adopted reading understands all Israel as a future 
collective restoration of the people, without requiring every Israelite from every 
age to be saved. Other readings understand the total Jewish remnant across 
history or God’s people in their fullness. The first is judged here more consistent 
with the immediate distinction between Israel and Gentiles, while the debate is 
acknowledged.

Application: Hope leads to worship of God’s mercy. It supplies no dates and 
does not allow readers to forget that the promised salvation comes through the 
Deliverer and includes forgiveness of sins.
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13 Universal blessing and final fulfillment
Direct texts: Galatians 3:16, 26–29; Ephesians 2:11–22

Complementary texts: Romans 4:11–17; 15:8–12; Hebrews 11:8–16; Revelation 21:1–
4, 12–14

Textual explanation: Galatians identifies Christ as the offspring in whom the 
promise converges and affirms that those who belong to him are heirs according 
to it. Ephesians announces one reconciled people in Christ, without two paths of 
access to the Father. Hebrews describes the patriarchs’ hope as directed toward a 
better homeland. Revelation presents God’s enduring presence with his people; 
the city’s gates and foundations recall the tribes and apostles.

Doctrinal connection: Saving unity in Christ must be maintained alongside 
faithfulness to the promises. Recognizing a future restoration of Israel does not 
permit dividing the redeemed between two gospels. The enduring promises also 
do not require projecting present political institutions indefinitely into the new 
creation. Final fulfillment is fellowship with God.

Application: Christian expectation joins hope for Israel, love for the nations, and 
trust in Christ. Its practical fruit is a reconciled, humble life ready to share the 
good news.
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Summary of direct and complementary passages
This section presents the essential content of every passage cited in the 
exposition, to help readers who do not have a Bible at hand. These are editorial 
summaries, not verbatim quotations or a new Bible translation. The references 
allow readers to consult the complete passages later in the Reina Valera 1960. 
Direct passages support the topic of each section; complementary passages 
supply context, characteristics, and further development. Doctrinal explanation 
and application remain in the exposition, which also identifies interpretive 
debates. These summaries are not attributed to Francisco Lacueva’s interlinear.

1 The call and the patriarchal covenant
Direct passages

Genesis 12:1–3 — God calls Abram to leave his homeland. He promises to make 
him a great nation and to bring blessing to all the families of the earth through 
him.

Genesis 15:1–21 — Abram believes the promise of offspring, and God counts 
his faith as righteousness. God establishes the covenant, announces his 
descendants’ future oppression and deliverance, and identifies the promised land.

Genesis 17:7–8 — God affirms his covenant with Abraham and his descendants 
throughout their generations. He promises to be their God and to give them 
Canaan as a possession.

Complementary passages

Genesis 22:15–18 — After Abraham’s testing, God confirms with an oath the 
promises of offspring and blessing for the nations. The account connects this 
confirmation with Abraham’s obedience.

Genesis 26:3–5 — God tells Isaac to stay in the land he specifies and promises 
to be with him. He confirms Abraham’s promises concerning land, offspring, and 
blessing for the nations.

Genesis 28:13–15 — God promises Jacob land, offspring, and blessing for the 
families of the earth. He also assures him of his presence, protection, and return, 
without leaving him before fulfilling his promise.
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Romans 4:13–25 — Paul explains that Abraham received the promise through 
the righteousness of faith, rather than through the law. His trust in God’s power 
is connected with the faith of those who believe in Jesus’ resurrection.

2 The exodus and remembrance of the covenant
Direct passages

Exodus 2:23–25 — The Israelites cry out under slavery. God hears their 
suffering and remembers his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the 
account prepares for his intervention to deliver them.

Exodus 3:7–10 — God declares that he has seen his people’s affliction and 
knows their pain. He sends Moses to Pharaoh to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

Exodus 6:2–8 — God connects deliverance from Egypt with his covenant. He 
promises to rescue Israel, receive them as his people, and lead them to the land 
sworn to the patriarchs.

Complementary passages

Exodus 12:1–14 — God institutes Passover before the departure from Egypt. 
The lamb’s blood marks the homes spared during judgment, and the celebration 
becomes a memorial of that deliverance.

Exodus 14:13–31 — Facing the sea and the Egyptian army, Moses announces 
God’s intervention. Israel crosses on dry ground and the pursuing army perishes; 
the people recognize the Lord’s power.

Deuteronomy 7:6–9 — Israel’s election is attributed to God’s love and his oath 
to the fathers, rather than to its size. The passage affirms God’s faithfulness and 
calls for a response to his covenant.

3 Provision and responsibility in the wilderness
Direct passages

Deuteronomy 8:2–6 — The wilderness journey was a time of testing and 
learning. Manna, the care received, and discipline taught dependence on God and 
obedience to his word.

Deuteronomy 9:4–6 — Moses warns that Israel does not receive the land 
because of its own righteousness. The gift is connected with judgment on the 
nations and with God’s sworn word to the patriarchs.
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Complementary passages

Exodus 16 — God responds to the people’s complaints with quail and manna. 
Instructions for gathering and resting teach daily trust and obedience; a portion is 
preserved as a testimony.

Numbers 14:26–35 — The generation that complains against God is judged to 
die in the wilderness. Caleb and Joshua are excepted, and the children will enter 
the land after the years of wandering.

Psalm 78:12–39 — The psalm recalls the opened sea, guidance, and wilderness 
provision. It also recounts the people’s unbelief, judgment, and God’s 
compassion as he remembers their frailty.

4 Discipline and the continuing covenant
Direct passages

Leviticus 26:40–45 — God announces that confession and humbling will take 
place before him amid exile. Even among their enemies, he will not completely 
destroy Israel or break his covenant.

Deuteronomy 30:1–10 — After blessing, judgment, and dispersion, a return to 
the Lord is announced. God will gather the people, restore their situation, and 
transform their hearts to love him.

Complementary passages

Deuteronomy 28:58–68 — Disobedience to the covenant will bring affliction, 
decline, and dispersion among the nations. The passage describes insecurity and 
loss of freedom as consequences of judgment.

Amos 3:1–2 — God recalls that he brought Israel out of Egypt and knew it in a 
particular way among the families of the earth. That relationship increases its 
responsibility and does not exempt it from judgment for sin.

Nehemiah 1:5–9 — Nehemiah confesses Israel’s sin and his own. He asks God 
to remember the promise to gather the scattered who return to him and obey his 
commandments.
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5 The Keeper of Israel
Direct passages

Psalm 121:1–8 — The pilgrim recognizes that help comes from the Creator. The 
psalm presents God as the guardian who watches over Israel and accompanies his 
people’s going out and coming in.

Complementary passages

Psalm 46:1–11 — God is a refuge amid catastrophes and conflicts. The psalm 
announces his presence with his people and his power to bring wars to an end.

Psalm 124:1–8 — Israel acknowledges that it would have been overcome if the 
Lord had not been on its side. Images of overwhelming waters and a broken 
snare express gratitude for deliverance.

Isaiah 43:1–7 — God affirms that he created and redeemed Jacob and calls him 
by name. He promises to accompany him in danger and gather his children from 
different places.

6 Preservation announced in the midst of judgment
Direct passages

Jeremiah 30:10–11 — God promises to rescue Jacob from captivity and give 
him peace. He announces just correction but distinguishes that discipline from 
the complete destruction of his people.

Jeremiah 31:35–37 — The order of the sun, moon, and stars serves as a 
comparison for Israel’s continuance before God. The passage rejects the idea of 
totally casting off its offspring because of what it has done.

Complementary passages

Jeremiah 31:1–14 — God announces restoration, gathering, and comfort for 
Israel. The return includes joy, worship, and renewed life under his care.

Isaiah 49:14–16 — Zion thinks the Lord has forgotten her. God responds with 
the image of a mother’s love and assures her that he keeps her before him.

Malachi 3:6 — God connects his unchanging character with the survival of 
Jacob’s descendants. The statement appears within a call to return and to 
faithfulness.
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7 The new covenant and inward renewal
Direct passages

Jeremiah 31:31–34 — God promises a new covenant with Israel and Judah. He 
announces his law within them, personal knowledge of him, and forgiveness of 
sins.

Ezekiel 36:22–28 — For the holiness of his name, God announces gathering, 
cleansing, and renewal for Israel. He promises a new heart and his Spirit to make 
an obedient life possible.

Complementary passages

Deuteronomy 30:6 — God promises to transform the hearts of the people and 
their descendants. The purpose is that they may love him fully and live.

Luke 22:20 — At the meal, Jesus connects the cup with the new covenant 
established through his blood. His death is presented as the foundation of that 
covenant.

Hebrews 8:6–13 — Jesus is presented as the mediator of a better covenant, 
established on better promises. The author quotes Jeremiah and explains that the 
announcement of the new covenant marks the first as growing old.

Hebrews 10:14–18 — Christ’s single offering has definitive efficacy for those 
being sanctified. The testimony of the new covenant connects the inward law and 
forgiveness with the absence of any further offering for sin.

8 The dry bones and the gathering of the people
Direct passages

Ezekiel 37:1–14 — The vision of bones receiving life answers the despair of the 
house of Israel. God promises to open their graves, give them his Spirit, and 
bring them to their land.

Ezekiel 37:15–28 — The two joined sticks represent the union of Judah and 
Joseph. God announces a gathered and cleansed people, a Davidic shepherd, and 
a covenant of peace with his presence among them.

Complementary passages

Isaiah 11:11–16 — The Lord announces that he will gather the scattered 
remnant of Israel and Judah. The passage describes the end of their rivalry and a 
return compared with the departure from Egypt.
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Jeremiah 23:5–8 — God promises a righteous king from David’s line whose 
rule will bring salvation and security. Gathering from the lands of dispersion will 
be remembered as a new great deliverance.

Hosea 3:4–5 — Israel will remain for a time without a king and several religious 
institutions. Afterward it will seek the Lord and David its king, approaching his 
goodness with reverence.

9 The Messiah and the promises to the patriarchs
Direct passages

Luke 1:31–33 — The angel announces Jesus’ birth to Mary. God will give him 
David’s throne, and his reign over the house of Jacob will have no end.

Romans 15:8–12 — Paul presents Christ’s service to Israel as confirmation of 
the promises made to the fathers. He quotes Scripture to show that the nations 
also praise God for his mercy.

Complementary passages

Matthew 1:1 — The genealogy introduces Jesus as a descendant of David and 
Abraham. This presentation places him within the history of the royal and 
patriarchal promises.

Matthew 23:37–39 — Jesus laments Jerusalem’s rejection of those God sent and 
of his own desire to gather it. He announces desolation and a future expression of 
recognition of the one who comes in the Lord’s name.

Luke 19:41–44 — Jesus weeps over Jerusalem because it does not recognize 
what leads to its peace. He announces a siege and destruction connected with its 
failure to recognize the time of its visitation.

Acts 1:6–8 — The disciples ask about restoring the kingdom to Israel. Jesus 
reserves the times to the Father’s authority and directs their attention to the Spirit 
and witness to the ends of the earth.

10 The remnant and salvation through faith
Direct passages

Romans 9:1–8 — Paul expresses his sorrow for Israel and lists its historical 
privileges. He explains that physical descent does not automatically make 
someone a child of the promise.
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Romans 10:1–13 — Paul desires Israel’s salvation and identifies the problem of 
seeking one’s own righteousness. He presents Christ as decisive for the 
righteousness of the believer and announces salvation without distinction 
between Jew and Gentile for those who call on him.

Romans 11:1–6 — Paul denies that God has totally rejected his people and 
mentions his own Israelite identity. Elijah’s example illustrates the existence of a 
remnant chosen by grace, rather than by works.

Complementary passages

1 Kings 19:9–18 — Elijah believes he is alone in his faithfulness to God. The 
Lord gives him new tasks and reveals that he has preserved seven thousand who 
have not bowed to Baal.

Isaiah 10:20–23 — After judgment, a remnant of Israel will return to the mighty 
God and cease relying on the one who struck it. The passage distinguishes the 
multitude of the people from those who actually return.

John 14:6 — Jesus presents himself as the way, the truth, and the life. He 
affirms that access to the Father comes through him.

11 The olive tree and Gentile humility
Direct passages

Romans 11:17–24 — Paul compares Gentile participation with wild branches 
grafted into an olive tree. He warns against arrogance and affirms that God can 
graft the natural branches back in if they do not remain in unbelief.

Complementary passages

Romans 11:11–16 — Israel’s stumbling has opened an occasion for Gentile 
salvation and for stirring Israel. Paul looks toward its future acceptance and 
recalls the holiness of the root.

Romans 11:30–32 — Paul connects the disobedience of Gentiles and Israelites 
with God’s mercy. No one can attribute salvation to personal superiority; all need 
that mercy.

Ephesians 2:11–22 — Those who were far away are brought near through 
Christ’s blood. He reconciles Jews and Gentiles in one body, gives them access 
to the Father, and incorporates them into God’s household.
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12 Partial hardening and the hope of restoration
Direct passages

Romans 11:25–29 — Paul announces Israel’s partial hardening in relation to the 
coming in of the fullness of the Gentiles, and the salvation of all Israel through 
the Deliverer. He recalls God’s love because of the fathers and the permanence 
of his gifts and calling; the scope of all Israel is examined in the exposition.

Complementary passages

Isaiah 59:20–21 — God announces a Redeemer for Zion and for those in Jacob 
who turn from transgression. His covenant includes the continuance of his Spirit 
and his words through the generations.

Isaiah 27:9 — The removal of Jacob’s sin is connected with the destruction of 
idolatrous altars and objects. Restoration includes abandoning idolatry, rather 
than keeping it under a religious appearance.

Zechariah 12:10 — God promises to pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the 
house of David and Jerusalem. The people will look upon the pierced one and 
mourn him with deep sorrow.

Zechariah 13:1 — An opened fountain is announced for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Its purpose is cleansing from sin and impurity.

13 Universal blessing and final fulfillment
Direct passages

Galatians 3:16 — Paul identifies Christ as the offspring to whom the promise is 
addressed. His argument places the fulfillment of Abraham’s blessing in Christ.

Galatians 3:26–29 — Faith in Christ establishes the status of God’s children. 
Ethnic, social, and sex differences do not create degrees of saving belonging: 
those who belong to Christ share in Abraham’s promise.

Ephesians 2:11–22 — Christ overcomes the separation between Jews and 
Gentiles through his cross. Both have access to the Father by the same Spirit and 
form a community built on the apostolic foundation, with Christ as the 
cornerstone.
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Complementary passages

Romans 4:11–17 — Abraham received circumcision as a sign of the 
righteousness of faith he already possessed. Paul presents him as the father of 
circumcised and uncircumcised believers, united by faith and promise.

Romans 15:8–12 — Christ confirms the promises to the fathers and brings the 
Gentiles to glorify God for his mercy. The biblical quotations bring together 
praise from Israel and the nations under messianic hope.

Hebrews 11:8–16 — Abraham and the patriarchs lived by faith without 
receiving the fullness of the promise during their lifetimes. They acknowledged 
themselves as pilgrims and sought a better homeland prepared by God.

Revelation 21:1–4 — The vision presents a new heaven and earth and the holy 
city. God dwells with his people and brings crying, death, and pain to an end.

Revelation 21:12–14 — The city has gates bearing the names of the twelve 
tribes and foundations bearing the names of the twelve apostles. The image 
preserves the memory of Israel and the apostolic witness in the consummation.

Frequently raised objections

Does eternal keeping mean Israel can never experience defeat?
No. Leviticus 26 and the exile show judgment, loss, and dispersion. The claim 
concerns God’s faithfulness and the continuity of his purpose, not military or 
economic immunity at every stage.

Is every Israelite saved by ancestry?
No. Romans 9:6–8 distinguishes descent from participation in the promise; 
Romans 10:1–13 presents the necessity of faith. Preserving the people is not a 
declaration of universal salvation for all its members.

Does the Church cancel the promises made to Israel?
Galatians 3 and Ephesians 2 affirm Gentile participation and unity in Christ. 
Romans 11 rejects contempt and Israel’s total abandonment. This study 
understands Gentile inclusion as not canceling a future restoration of Israel. 
Other Christian models interpret fulfillment differently; their arguments should 
be examined without dismissive labels.
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Does the land promise authorize approval of every political decision?
No. Moral responsibility remains, and the prophets judge injustice within Israel. 
Present boundaries, governments, and conflicts require their own analysis. They 
cannot be settled by simply transferring a covenant statement to any 
contemporary action.

Does all Israel mean every Jewish person from every age?
That understanding is not required. In the adopted reading, it describes collective, 
saving restoration of the people. The context of remnant and faith prevents 
assuming that physical identity makes the gospel unnecessary. The expression’s 
precise scope remains part of the interpretive debate.

Must the dry bones describe bodily resurrection?
Ezekiel 37:11 identifies the referent as the despairing house of Israel. The life 
imagery serves the promise of restoration. Bodily resurrection has other biblical 
foundations and should not be imposed as the vision’s only explanation.

Can a date be set for restoration?
These passages provide no date. Acts 1:6–8 directs attention to the Father’s 
authority and the work of witness. Any proposed chronology must be 
distinguished from what is explicitly revealed and should not be presented as 
biblical certainty.

Does the interlinear independently prove the entire interpretation?
No. An interlinear supports linguistic comparison but does not replace attention 
to context, genre, and argument. This work quotes no unverified pages or 
expressions from Lacueva. It also does not derive doctrines from supposed secret 
meanings of Greek words.

Conclusion
The passages studied support God’s enduring faithfulness to his word. Israel’s 
election, remembrance of the covenant in Egypt, announced discipline, 
preservation through exile, and promised renewal form a coherent history of 
grace and responsibility. Keeping does not exclude judgment, but judgment does 
not authorize declaring that God has canceled his entire purpose for the people.

The New Testament directs this hope toward Jesus Christ. He confirms the 
promises, establishes the new covenant through his work, and gathers Jewish and 
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Gentile believers. Israel’s future restoration, as understood in this study, is the 
Messiah’s saving work rather than an alternative to the gospel.

The pastoral response is humble trust, prayer, and respect. Awaiting fulfillment 
calls for careful reading, acknowledgment of interpretive limits, and attention to 
the Lord who forgives, reconciles, and fulfills his word.
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