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Purpose
Read the first two chapters of Colossians in sequence, distinguish Paul’s 
direct statements from supporting passages, and see how the sufficiency of 
Christ sustains faith, gratitude, and discernment. Short paraphrases point 
readers to the passages; read each full passage in Scripture.

Scope and method
Colossians identifies Paul and Timothy at the outset (1:1). Epaphras reported 
on the community (1:7–8; 4:12–13). This study follows the letter’s stated 
Pauline attribution without claiming to identify the opponents precisely. 
“Direct” passages are in Colossians 1–2; “supporting” passages illuminate 
them without replacing their context.

Central passages
Colosenses 1:9–14; 1:15–23; 1:24–29; 2:1–10; 2:11–15; 2:16–23.

Passage map
1. A fruitful gospel and grateful prayer — Direct passage: Col 1:3–8. 
Supporting passages: Ephesians 1:15–16; 1 Thessalonians 1:2–3.

2. Knowledge, endurance, and gratitude — Direct passage: Col 1:9–12. 
Supporting passages: James 1:5; Ephesians 1:17–19.

3. Rescue, redemption, and forgiveness — Direct passage: Col 1:13–14. 
Supporting passages: Ephesians 1:7; Acts 26:18.

4. The Son and all creation — Direct passage: Col 1:15–17. Supporting 
passages: John 1:1–3; Hebrews 1:1–3.

5. Head of the Church and reconciler — Direct passage: Col 1:18–23. 
Supporting passages: 2 Corinthians 5:18–21; Ephesians 2:13–18.

6. The mystery announced among the nations — Direct passage: Col 1:24–
29. Supporting passages: Ephesians 3:4–8; Romans 16:25–26.

7. Rooted and built up in Christ — Direct passage: Col 2:1–7. Supporting 
passages: John 15:4–5; Ephesians 3:16–19.
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8. The fullness of Christ — Direct passage: Col 2:8–10. Supporting passages: 
John 1:14–16; Hebrews 1:3.

9. Made alive and forgiven with Christ — Direct passage: Col 2:11–15. 
Supporting passages: Romans 6:3–11; Ephesians 2:4–6.

10. Shadow and substance — Direct passage: Col 2:16–19. Supporting 
passages: Hebrews 10:1; Galatians 4:9–11.

11. The limits of human regulations — Direct passage: Col 2:20–23. 
Supporting passages: Mark 7:6–8; Galatians 5:13–16.

Exposition

1. A fruitful gospel and grateful prayer

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:3–8. Supporting passages: Ephesians 1:15–
16; 1 Thessalonians 1:2–3.

Textual explanation: Paul thanks God for their faith in Christ and love for 
the saints, rooted in hope. The gospel bears fruit; Epaphras taught them and 
reported their love in the Spirit.

Doctrinal connection: Future hope supports present faith and love. The 
community both receives and embodies the gospel.

Application: Name the good God is doing in others before addressing their 
difficulties.

2. Knowledge, endurance, and gratitude

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:9–12. Supporting passages: James 1:5; 
Ephesians 1:17–19.

Textual explanation: Paul prays for knowledge of God’s will, a life worthy 
of the Lord, fruit in good work, strength, patient endurance, and 
thanksgiving.

Doctrinal connection: Knowledge is joined to conduct, endurance, and 
gratitude rather than treated as secret information.

Application: Pray for wisdom and steady endurance, not only for immediate 
relief.
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3. Rescue, redemption, and forgiveness

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:13–14. Supporting passages: Ephesians 1:7; 
Acts 26:18.

Textual explanation: God rescued believers from the domain of darkness 
and transferred them into the kingdom of his beloved Son. In the Son they 
have redemption and forgiveness.

Doctrinal connection: Salvation begins with God’s action in Christ. The 
transfer speaks of a changed allegiance.

Application: Live gratefully as people who belong to Christ.

4. The Son and all creation

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:15–17. Supporting passages: John 1:1–3; 
Hebrews 1:1–3.

Textual explanation: The Son is the image of the invisible God and the 
firstborn over all creation; all things were created in, through, and for him, 
and hold together in him.

Doctrinal connection: In this context “firstborn” denotes preeminence: the 
passage places the Son before all things and attributes all creation to him.

Application: Test claims to spiritual authority against Christ’s lordship.

5. Head of the Church and reconciler

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:18–23. Supporting passages: 2 Corinthians 
5:18–21; Ephesians 2:13–18.

Textual explanation: Christ is head of the Church and firstborn from the 
dead. God made peace through the blood of his cross. Those once estranged 
are reconciled; Paul urges them to remain grounded in faith.

Doctrinal connection: Reconciliation comes through Christ’s death and 
bears fruit in continuing in the gospel. The cosmic language of verse 20 does 
not erase the personal exhortation of verse 23.

Application: Seek peace through Christ and remain anchored in gospel 
hope.
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6. The mystery announced among the nations

Biblical reference: Colosenses 1:24–29. Supporting passages: Ephesians 3:4–
8; Romans 16:25–26.

Textual explanation: Paul serves the Church amid suffering and announces 
the mystery now revealed among the Gentiles: Christ in them, the hope of 
glory. He teaches toward maturity in Christ.

Doctrinal connection: His ministerial suffering does not repair a deficient 
atonement; the cross has already been named as the ground of peace.

Application: Teach patiently, aiming at maturity rather than loyalty to a 
human teacher.

7. Rooted and built up in Christ

Biblical reference: Colosenses 2:1–7. Supporting passages: John 15:4–5; 
Ephesians 3:16–19.

Textual explanation: Paul seeks encouraged hearts united in love. Wisdom 
and knowledge are found in Christ; persuasive arguments should not 
dislodge the believers. They must continue in Christ with gratitude.

Doctrinal connection: Discernment and communal love belong together. 
Receiving Christ begins an ongoing walk.

Application: Evaluate appealing teaching in light of Christ and strengthen 
community bonds.

8. The fullness of Christ

Biblical reference: Colosenses 2:8–10. Supporting passages: John 1:14–16; 
Hebrews 1:3.

Textual explanation: Paul warns against deceptive teaching based on 
human tradition rather than Christ. All the fullness of deity dwells bodily in 
Christ, and believers have been brought to fullness in him.

Doctrinal connection: Paul challenges a teaching that displaces Christ, not 
responsible thought itself.
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Application: Do not seek a secret rank or spiritual supplement that makes 
Christ seem insufficient.

9. Made alive and forgiven with Christ

Biblical reference: Colosenses 2:11–15. Supporting passages: Romans 6:3–11; 
Ephesians 2:4–6.

Textual explanation: Paul connects circumcision without hands, baptism, 
death, and resurrection with Christ. God made the dead alive, forgave sins, 
canceled the hostile record, and displayed Christ’s victory over the powers.

Doctrinal connection: God’s action in Christ governs the imagery. Ritual 
signs must not be isolated from faith and turned into a mechanical formula.

Application: Receive forgiveness without making guilt your lasting identity.

10. Shadow and substance

Biblical reference: Colosenses 2:16–19. Supporting passages: Hebrews 10:1; 
Galatians 4:9–11.

Textual explanation: No one should judge them over food, drink, or 
religious calendars. Paul also warns against angel veneration that loses hold 
of Christ, the head.

Doctrinal connection: Practices cannot be made a test of spiritual fullness. 
The body grows as God gives growth through its head.

Application: Avoid imposed rules while respecting conscientious practices 
freely chosen by others.

11. The limits of human regulations

Biblical reference: Colosenses 2:20–23. Supporting passages: Mark 7:6–8; 
Galatians 5:13–16.

Textual explanation: Since believers died with Christ to worldly elemental 
principles, why submit to human prohibitions? Such rules look wise but 
cannot curb fleshly indulgence.

Doctrinal connection: Paul does not reject every discipline or obedience to 
God. He rejects man-made requirements presented as the source of fullness.
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Application: Practice useful habits without making them conditions of 
acceptance before God.

Common questions and objections
Does “firstborn” mean Christ was created? Not in the argument of 1:15–17, 
which attributes the creation of all things to him and places him before all 
things.

Does reconciliation of all things prove universal salvation? Verse 1:20 
states the reach of Christ’s peace; verses 21–23 address reconciled hearers 
and urge them to remain in faith. Both belong to the argument.

Does Paul complete Christ’s atonement by suffering? His suffering in 1:24 
concerns his ministry for the Church; reconciliation was already grounded in 
the cross in 1:20–22.

Are all feasts, fasts, and practical rules forbidden? No. In 2:16–23 Paul 
opposes religious judgment and human rules promoted as a measure of 
fullness, not every voluntary discipline.

Do circumcision or baptism work automatically? The passage ties its 
images to God’s action and faith in his power (2:12), not to a mechanical 
formula.

Conclusion
Colossians 1–2 does not direct believers toward a secret beyond Jesus. The 
Son is Lord of creation, head of the Church, and reconciler through the cross. 
In him believers receive forgiveness and life, so they can persevere, discern, 
and grow in love without submitting their conscience to promises of a 
further spiritual fullness.

Study questions
1. What fruit does Paul thank God for in 1:3–8?

2. What does he ask for in 1:9–12?

3. How does 1:15–17 describe the Son in relation to creation?

4. How do cross, reconciliation, and perseverance relate in 1:18–23?
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5. What is the role of “Christ in you” in 1:24–29?

6. How can teaching displace Christ in 2:4–10?

7. Who acts in 2:11–15 and what changes?

8. How can 2:16–23 be applied without dismissing another person’s 
conscience?

Bibliography and quotation method
Reina-Valera 1960 Bible; Francisco Lacueva, Greek–Spanish Interlinear New 
Testament. References are presented as brief paraphrases; no specific Greek 
gloss is attributed to the interlinear. Consult the full biblical text for the 
complete wording.

About the compiler
Ruperto Bravo Benavente (R.B.B.) is a senior project 
developer and process engineering specialist with more 
than 40 years of experience structuring industrial, food 
production, and critical infrastructure projects. He 
compiles and edits biblical and educational materials. 
For this work he initiated the project, compiled the 
material, and oversaw its editorial presentation. Source: 
curriculum statement provided by the compiler; private 
details are omitted.
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Visual appendix: Colossians 1 and 2 infographic
The attached English infographic summarizes both chapters. For detailed 
explanation and passage references, use this study.
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