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R.B.B. | The Church in Revelation

1 Purpose and principles of interpretation

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 1:1-3, 1:4, 19:7-9,
21:9-10, and 22:16-17. The book communicates the revelation
of Jesus Christ to his servants, addresses the churches, and

portrays the Lamb’s bride in the fulfillment of God’s purposes.

Complementary passages and summary. Luke 24:27 and 2
Timothy 3:16-17. Scripture is understood in relation to Christ
and serves to teach and equip believers.

Textual explanation. This study asks where the Church
appears and what is revealed about its destiny. Biblical
summaries are explanatory paraphrases, not quotations from
an English Bible translation. Each section distinguishes the
biblical reference, textual explanation, doctrinal relationship,
and application. A passage is direct concerning what it
describes; a complementary passage adds context or
understanding.

Doctrinal relationship. The study adopts a pretribulational,
premillennial reading while identifying its inferences. It
distinguishes historical congregations, the saints in the visions,
and the image of the bride. Revelation does not present every
detail of eschatology in a single passage. No imaginary Greek
meanings or unverified chronological claims are attributed to
Lacueva.

Application. Read with reverence and hope. The main answer
appears in chapters 1-3, 19, and 21-22. Interpretations
connecting these scenes should be examined within Scripture
as a whole, without setting dates for Christ’s return.

Personalized by: Ruperto Bravo Benavente (R.B.B.)

3



R.B.B. | The Church in Revelation

2 The Church redeemed by Christ

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 1:5-6 and 5:9-10.
Jesus Christ loves his people, cleanses them from their sins
through his blood, and forms a people for God. The song
celebrates redemption reaching people from every nation.

Complementary passages and summary. Ephesians 2:8-10,
1 Corinthians 12:12-13, and Ephesians 1:13-14. Salvation is by
grace through faith; the Spirit incorporates believers into the
body and guarantees their inheritance.

Textual explanation. The Church is not defined merely by a
building or denomination. In the New Testament, it is the
people united to Christ, expressed in local congregations.
Revelation’s worship begins with the Lord’s saving initiative,
not his followers’ achievements.

Doctrinal relationship. Works matter as the fruit of life
received, without becoming the price of redemption. The
messages correcting congregations must be read alongside
Christ’s completed work. The Spirit’s seal grounds Christian
hope; it does not justify indifference to sin.

Application. Rest in Christ and cultivate gratitude. When
studying judgments and warnings, remember who purchased
his people. Christian perseverance grows from relationship
with the Savior and is expressed in love, truth, and service.
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3 John on Patmos and the lampstands

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 1:9-20. John is on
Patmos because of God’s word and the testimony of Jesus.
Christ tells him to write to seven churches; the seven
lampstands represent those congregations.

Complementary passages and summary. Matthew 16:18
and Ephesians 1:22-23. Christ builds his Church and is its
head; it depends on his authority and care.

Textual explanation. John introduces himself as a brother
and companion in tribulation, the kingdom, and patient
endurance. His traditional identification as the apostle John
provides this study’s framework; the book itself names him
John. The vision shows the living Lord among communities in
Asia, present in their difficulties.

Doctrinal relationship. Revelation 1:19 distinguishes what
John has seen, present realities, and what will follow. This
helps organize the reading without eliminating connections
between visions. The stars are called the angels of the
churches; whether these are heavenly beings or human
messengers is debated. Resolving that question is not
necessary to understand Christ’s authority.

Application. No congregation can replace the Lord as its
center. The first question is not how much prestige a church
enjoys, but whether it listens to Christ. His presence brings
comfort and also calls for examining its teachings and
practices.
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4 Ephesus and its first love

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 2:1-7. Christ
acknowledges work, endurance, and discernment but rebukes
the abandonment of first love. He calls the church to
remember, repent, and return to its first works, promising
access to the tree of life.

Complementary passages and summary. John 13:34-35 and
1 Corinthians 13:1-3. Love identifies Jesus’ disciples and gives
meaning to service; knowledge and activity cannot replace it.

Textual explanation. Ephesus is not an inactive church. Its
problem arises in a community that works hard and rejects
false apostles. First love calls for restoring the loving
relationship and conduct that should accompany faithfulness. It
should not be reduced to a temporary feeling.

Doctrinal relationship. Removing the lampstand threatens
the congregation’s standing and witness. It should not
automatically be turned into a declaration that every believer
loses salvation. The promise to the conqueror belongs within
the life Christ grants his people.

Application. Consider whether your defense of truth is
accompanied by love for Christ and others. Returning to the
first works does not purchase God’s favor; it responds to his
grace through renewed obedience. Sound doctrine needs to
take shape in caring relationships and sincere service.
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5 Smyrna and faithfulness through suffering

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 2:8-11. Christ
knows Smyrna’s tribulation and poverty, yet considers it rich.
He announces imprisonment and testing, calls for faithfulness
even to death, and promises the crown of life and protection
from the second death.

Complementary passages and summary. John 16:33 and
James 1:12. Jesus warns of trouble and offers peace through
his victory; endurance under testing is associated with the
crown of life.

Textual explanation. The Lord does not attribute this
congregation’s suffering to insufficient faith. He presents
himself as the one who died and came to life. His resurrection
provides the horizon for facing a mortal threat. The ten days
describe a limited duration in this message, without supplying
a universal persecution timetable.

Doctrinal relationship. Physical death is not the second
death, explained in Revelation 20:14. The promise concerns
final life under the risen Lord’s care. The denunciation of
particular opponents in 2:9 does not authorize hostility toward
the Jewish people.

Application. Support persecuted believers without unfairly
blaming them for their pain. Faithfulness can be costly, and
Christ knows those who suffer. Prayer, practical help, and a
gentle, enduring witness are concrete responses from a
Church that places its hope in him.
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6 Pergamum and uncompromising allegiance

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 2:12-17. Christ
recognizes that Pergamum holds to his name in a hostile
setting, even after Antipas is killed. He rebukes tolerance of
teachings associated with Balaam and the Nicolaitans and calls
for repentance.

Complementary passages and summary. Numbers 25:1-3
and 31:16; 1 Corinthians 10:14, 20-22. Balaam’s story is linked
to enticement into unfaithfulness; Paul warns against
participation in idolatry.

Textual explanation. Resistance to persecution does not
prevent internal corruption. The message identifies practices
compromising allegiance to the Lord. We should not invent a
detailed Nicolaitan system that the passage does not explain.
Hidden manna, the white stone, and the new name belong to
the conqueror’s promise; their symbolic details remain
debated.

Doctrinal relationship. Fellowship with Christ requires
discernment concerning idolatry and sexual immorality. Grace
does not make every spiritual practice compatible with faith.
Christ judges through the truth of his word, pictured by the
sword from his mouth.

Application. Review practices accepted simply to avoid
discomfort or gain influence. Pastoral correction should protect
people and lead them toward repentance. Doctrinal firmness
and respectful treatment can work together when authority is
exercised under Christ.
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7 Thyatira and tolerance of error

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 2:18-29. Christ
recognizes love, faith, service, and endurance. He rebukes
tolerance of a false prophetess called Jezebel who leads her
followers into immorality and idolatry. Those who reject her
teaching must hold firmly to what they have received.

Complementary passages and summary. 1 Kings 16:30-33
and 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22. Jezebel recalls the promotion of
idolatry; Paul calls believers to test messages and retain what
is good.

Textual explanation. The name Jezebel invokes the Old
Testament background but does not allow an unrevealed
biography to be reconstructed. Christ grants time to repent
and condemns persistence in evil. The tribulation announced
here should not automatically be equated with every detail of
the final period described later.

Doctrinal relationship. Love and growing service do not
remove the need for discernment. Christ examines hearts and
deeds. His promises of authority over the nations and the
morning star link the faithful people’s hope to his lordship. In
22:16 he identifies himself as the bright morning star.

Application. Claims to prophecy must be examined against
Scripture. Respect for a person does not require accepting
everything that person teaches. Pastoral patience offers an
opportunity for correction without concealing practices that
harm the congregation.
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8 Sardis and the call to awaken

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 3:1-6. Sardis has a
reputation for life, but Christ exposes its dead condition. He
calls it to wake up, strengthen what remains, remember, keep
what it received, and repent. He recognizes some who have not
defiled their garments.

Complementary passages and summary. Ephesians 5:14
and 1 John 5:4-5. Awakening is associated with Christ’s light;
victory over the world is linked to faith in God’s Son.

Textual explanation. The contrast between reputation and

reality shows that the Lord’s assessment does not depend on
public image. The warning about coming like a thief calls for
watchfulness, not calculating a date. White garments express
the dignity and purity accompanying fellowship with him.

Doctrinal relationship. The promise not to erase the
conqueror’s name from the book of life affirms security and
recognition. The passage does not explicitly state that a
regenerated believer will be erased. Some interpreters
understand the warning differently; that discussion should be
acknowledged without turning salvation into a mechanism of
earning by works.

Application. Examine spiritual life honestly instead of living
for a good reputation. Listening to Scripture, praying, and
caring for those who need strengthening are paths toward
renewal. Christ recognizes each person, even within a
weakened congregation.
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9 Philadelphia and the promise of protection

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 3:7-13. Christ
opens a door no one can close. He recognizes that
Philadelphia, despite having little strength, keeps his word and
does not deny his name. He promises protection from the hour
of testing and calls the church to hold firmly to what it has
received.

Complementary passages and summary. John 10:27-29 and
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. The sheep remain under the Son’s and
the Father’s care; believers await the Son who delivers from
coming wrath.

Textual explanation. Authority to open and close belongs to
Christ. Limited strength does not prevent faithfulness or
invalidate a community’s usefulness. The promise in 3:10 first
addresses this church and concerns a test coming upon the
world.

Doctrinal relationship. A pretribulational reading
understands preservation from that hour as exclusion from the
period through the rapture. Other approaches read it as
protection during the test. The disagreement cannot be settled
by asserting a supposed Greek meaning that excludes all
discussion. The promise needs to be related to other passages
without equating every Christian affliction with final wrath.

Application. A small church can serve faithfully without
copying prestigious models. Holding to Christ’s word means
trusting his promises and remaining faithful to his name.
Future hope sustains present obedience even when resources
are limited.
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10 Laodicea and spiritual self sufficiency

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 3:14-22. Laodicea
considers itself wealthy and without need, but Christ exposes
its spiritual poverty. He calls it to receive true wealth, clothing,
and sight from him. He corrects those he loves and invites
repentance and fellowship.

Complementary passages and summary. Luke 12:15-21
and John 15:5. Jesus warns that possessions cannot secure life
and teaches that his disciples depend on him to bear fruit.

Textual explanation. Lukewarmness describes a condition
provoking rejection. The passage itself does not explain every
historical detail of local water systems; its primary meaning
emerges from the rebuke of self-sufficiency. The door in 3:20
occurs in a message to a congregation, although it can also
support a personal call to listen to Christ.

Doctrinal relationship. The Lord’s love includes correction.
Material wealth does not prove spiritual maturity, and its
absence does not prove divine abandonment. Fellowship
offered by Christ is the center of restoration, not a method for
obtaining prosperity.

Application. Recognize needs that outward success can
conceal. Listening to the Lord requires humility and response.
His invitation is not intended to humiliate the wounded, but to
free them from false security and lead them into the care of the
one who knows their actual condition.
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11 The rapture and Revelation four

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 4:1-2. John sees an
open door in heaven and is invited to come up to see what will
follow. He immediately finds himself in the Spirit before the
vision of the throne.

Complementary passages and summary. 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-53, and John 14:1-3. The dead in
Christ will rise; living believers will be gathered with them to
meet the Lord, their bodies will be transformed, and Christ will
receive his people.

Textual explanation. The invitation in 4:1 addresses John. It
does not mention the entire Church, a resurrection, or bodily
transformation. The passage is therefore not an explicit
description of the rapture. Direct teaching about that event
comes especially from Paul’s writings.

Doctrinal relationship. The pretribulational framework
connects this scene change with the Church in heaven before
the judgments. This is an inference drawn from reading
passages together. The absence of the term churches in
chapters 4-18 supports the argument for its proponents, but
the silence of one word does not by itself establish the absence
of every believer.

Application. The hope of being with Christ comforts those
grieving believers who have died. Do not make a visionary
detail prove more than the passage permits. Certainty about
meeting the Lord should be distinguished from debate about
the event’s chronological placement.
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12 The twenty four elders and worship

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 4:4, 9-11 and 5:8-
14. Twenty-four elders surround the throne in white garments
and crowns. They worship God and the Lamb; the scene
celebrates their worthiness as Creator and Redeemer.

Complementary passages and summary. Revelation 3:4-5,
3:21, and 1 Peter 2:9. Promises of white garments and sharing
the throne, together with the priestly identity of God’s people,
help readers compare the images.

Textual explanation. The book does not explicitly declare
that the elders are the entire Church. They have been
understood as representatives of the redeemed, of Israel and
the apostles, or of a heavenly council. Their role in worship is
clear even when identifying them requires interpretation.

Doctrinal relationship. Pretribulational readers commonly
see glorified saints in the elders. That identification should not
be presented as a literal statement in Revelation. The song in
5:9-10 also has textual differences between editions involving
pronouns. This study therefore does not build its argument
exclusively on us or them, or artificially harmonize RVR60 with
the Nestle text used by Lacueva.

Application. The scene teaches that all worthiness belongs to
God and the Lamb. Crowns do not encourage self-sufficiency:
the elders lay them before the throne. Hope of reward leads to
gratitude rather than competition for spiritual prestige.
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13 The saints during the judgments

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 6:9-11, 7:9-17,
12:11, 12:17, 13:7-10, and 14:12-13. The narrative portrays
martyrs, a multitude coming out of the great tribulation, and
witnesses remaining faithful to Jesus under persecution.

Complementary passages and summary. Matthew 24:21-22
and Romans 8:35-39. Jesus announces an exceptional
tribulation; Paul affirms that afflictions cannot separate
believers from God’s love in Christ.

Textual explanation. The martyrs cry out for justice and are
told to wait. The multitude in 7:14 has garments cleansed
through the Lamb’s blood. Victory is related to his work and to
their testimony, not to human ability to avoid all suffering.

Doctrinal relationship. Within the pretribulational
framework, these saints are distinguished from the already
raptured Church and understood as believers of that period.
The text does not explain when each person came to faith or
call the multitude a second church. Other approaches identify
these saints with the Church passing through tribulation. All
must acknowledge their dependence on the same Savior.

Application. Do not confuse the absence of the word churches
with the absence of faithful people. God knows his witnesses
and promises comfort. Solidarity with those suffering for Christ
should accompany every study of prophecy; other people’s pain
is not material for detached speculation.
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14 Israel Babylon and the bride

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 7:1-8, 12:1-6, 17:1
-6, and 18:1-8. The narrative names Israel’s tribes, describes a
woman giving birth to the child destined to rule the nations,
and portrays Babylon in connection with corruption and
persecution.

Complementary passages and summary. Genesis 37:9-10
and Romans 11:25-29. Joseph’s dream provides a background
for the sun, moon, and stars; Paul affirms God’s faithfulness to
his calling and promises concerning Israel.

Textual explanation. The 144,000 in 7:4-8 are presented
through tribal names. Within this reading, the woman in
chapter 12 is generally identified with Israel; the symbolism
and her offspring require attention to the whole chapter. It is
unwise to equate every woman in Revelation automatically
with the Church.

Doctrinal relationship. Babylon and the Lamb’s bride
represent opposing relationships: corrupting unfaithfulness
and fellowship with Christ. Identifying Babylon exclusively with
a contemporary institution exceeds what this study can
establish. The inclusion of Gentiles in salvation does not
authorize declaring God’s promises to Israel canceled.

Application. Avoid using prophetic symbols to attack peoples
or individuals indiscriminately. The practical call is to reject
idolatry and remain faithful to the Lamb. The Church’s hope
rests in the God who fulfills his promises.
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15 The marriage of the Lamb

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 19:1-10. After
Babylon’s judgment, heaven celebrates God’s justice. The
Lamb’s marriage is announced; the bride is ready and receives
fine linen associated with the righteous deeds of the saints.

Complementary passages and summary. Ephesians 5:25-
32 and 2 Corinthians 11:2. Christ loves the Church, gives
himself for it, and prepares it for himself; Paul describes his
pastoral care through the image of a bride presented to Christ.

Textual explanation. Revelation 19:7-9 is central to
understanding the glorified condition of Christ’s people. The
bride is granted her garment. Righteous deeds are not
presented as payment purchasing salvation. The image
combines divine initiative with the transformed life of the
redeemed.

Doctrinal relationship. Identifying the bride with the Church
finds particularly clear support in Ephesians 5. Mentioning
guests at the supper does not by itself provide a complete
classification of every group of redeemed people. Nor does the
passage explicitly establish that the wedding lasts seven years.
Such details need additional arguments.

Application. Christian readiness grows from the Savior’s love.
The hope of belonging to him encourages sincere, grateful
living without anxiety about accumulating merit. The
celebration leads to worship of God; John is corrected when he
attempts to worship the angel.
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16 The glorious return of Jesus Christ

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 19:11-21. Christ
appears as the faithful and true rider, judges justly, and is
followed by heavenly armies clothed in white linen. The beast
and false prophet are defeated.

Complementary passages and summary. Colossians 3:4, 1
Thessalonians 3:13, Jude 14-15, and Matthew 25:31. Believers
will appear with Christ in glory; these passages connect his
coming with his holy ones and angels.

Textual explanation. The vision affirms the public authority
of the King of kings. The sword from his mouth expresses the
power of his judgment; it does not describe a military
campaign for Christians to carry out. Revelation 19:14 does not
explicitly call every member of the armies the Church.

Doctrinal relationship. The pretribulational framework
distinguishes the earlier gathering to Christ from his glorious
appearance and understands the Church to accompany him.
Complementary passages support the redeemed people’s
participation without excluding angels. Locating his return in
Jerusalem also requires Zechariah 14:3-5; Revelation 19 does
not name the city as the place of descent.

Application. Final victory belongs to Christ. Expecting it does
not authorize religious violence or contempt for opponents.
The Church announces reconciliation while entrusting
judgment to the Lord, whose justice does not depend on his
followers’ strength.
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17 The kingdom and final judgment

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 20:1-15. Satan is
bound, a thousand-year reign is described, and faithful martyrs
are highlighted. After the final rebellion comes judgment
before the great white throne; death and Hades are thrown
into the lake of fire.

Complementary passages and summary. 2 Timothy 2:11-
12, 1 Corinthians 6:2, and John 5:28-29. Believers are
associated with reigning and judgment; Jesus teaches a
resurrection leading to life or condemnation.

Textual explanation. The chapter distinguishes the reign,
rebellion, and definitive judgment. The second death is
identified with the lake of fire. Judgment according to deeds
reveals God’s justice; the book of life is also mentioned. These
elements should not be collapsed into one undifferentiated
event.

Doctrinal relationship. Premillennial interpretation places
this reign after Christ’s coming in Revelation 19 and before the
eternal state. Other readings interpret its duration or
connection with the present symbolically. The passage
highlights martyrs without reducing every participant in the
kingdom to that group alone. Saving grace does not eliminate
human responsibility.

Application. Final judgment calls readers to take evil
seriously and find refuge in Christ. It is inappropriate to take
pleasure in imagining other people’s punishment. Hope of the
kingdom should produce justice, mercy, and testimony to the
gospel.
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18 New Jerusalem and the bride

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 21:1-14, 21:22-27.
A new heaven, a new earth, and the holy city appear. The angel
announces that he will show the Lamb’s bride and shows New
Jerusalem. God and the Lamb are its temple and light.

Complementary passages and summary. Hebrews 12:22-24
and Ephesians 2:19-22. Believers are associated with heavenly
Jerusalem and a community built on the apostolic foundation,
with Christ as the cornerstone.

Textual explanation. The vision closely connects city and
bride. Its gates bear the names of Israel’s tribes, and its
foundations the apostles’ names. The city expresses fellowship
and holiness. Recognizing its symbolism does not require
denying the reality of future life with God.

Doctrinal relationship. The Church participates in this
fulfillment, but the city’s symbolism should not be reduced to
an identity that erases Israel. Neither does this scene simply
describe escape from the earth: the city descends, and God
dwells with human beings. Its glory comes from the Lord, not
cultural achievements independent of him.

Application. Eternal hope is relational: God will be with his
people. His promise to remove death, mourning, and pain in
21:3-4 offers real comfort. It does not promise the removal of
every affliction before that fulfillment or blame believers who
suffer today.
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19 Serving and reigning forever

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 22:1-5. The river
of the water of life and the tree of life accompany the vision of
the throne. There is no curse; God’s servants serve him, see his
face, and reign forever.

Complementary passages and summary. Genesis 2:9, 3:22-
24, and 1 John 3:2-3. The opening story of the tree and lost
access to life contrasts with restoration; the hope of seeing
Christ inspires purity.

Textual explanation. Eternal destiny is not portrayed as
empty inactivity. It includes presence, service, life, and
participation in God’s rule. Seeing his face expresses
fellowship beyond present experience. Light comes from him,
and night no longer dominates the scene.

Doctrinal relationship. The new creation overcomes the
curse introduced into human history. The healing of the
nations does not require imagining permanent diseases after
death and pain have been removed. It should be read as an
image of fullness and restoration, in harmony with chapter 21.

Application. Future hope gives dignity to present service.
Caring, teaching, and helping are not meaningless tasks: they
anticipate a life directed toward God. Christian comfort does
not depend on inventing specific occupations for eternity, but
on the secure promise of being with the Lord.
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20 The Spirit the bride and the churches

Direct passage and summary. Revelation 22:6-21, especially
22:16-17 and 22:20-21. Jesus confirms that the testimony
addresses the churches. The Spirit and the bride invite people
to come and receive the water of life freely. The book ends
with hope and grace.

Complementary passages and summary. John 7:37-39 and
2 Peter 3:8-13. Jesus invites the thirsty and associates the gift
with the Spirit; Peter explains divine patience and calls
believers to await the promised renewal.

Textual explanation. The word churches reappears in 22:16.
It is incorrect to say it disappears permanently after chapter 3.
The invitation in 22:17 connects the longing for the Lord’s
coming with the offer of life to thirsty people. The epilogue’s
literary position should not be confused with a new
chronological stage after eternity.

Doctrinal relationship. The prophecy retains its pastoral
purpose for receiving communities. The bride appears at the
close in fellowship with the Spirit. The warning against altering
the book protects its message; it does not turn identified
summaries into literal quotations or prohibit responsible
explanation.

Application. Await the Lord while continuing to announce
grace. Praying for his coming and offering the gospel are
compatible responses. The Church receives hope to share, not
privileged knowledge intended to foster spiritual superiority.
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21 Questions about the Church and saints

Must the seven churches represent seven historical eras?
They are historical congregations named in 1:11 and receive
particular messages. Their lessons apply to other communities,
but the text does not establish seven successive eras.

Does Revelation 4:1 prove the rapture by itself? No. The
invitation addresses John. Believers’ resurrection and
gathering are taught directly in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1
Corinthians 15:51-53. Their connection with 4:1 is
interpretive.

Does the absence of churches in chapters 4-18 mean
believers are absent? No. Saints and martyrs appear in 6:9-
11, 7:9-17, and 14:12-13. The Church’s placement relative to
that period depends on reading passages together, not
vocabulary alone.

Are all tribulation saints necessarily the Church? They
are portrayed as faithful to God and Jesus, but the text does
not settle that identification through a technical definition.
Pretribulational interpretation distinguishes them from the
raptured Church; other approaches identify them with it. The
difference does not imply different saviors.

Are the twenty-four elders explicitly called the Church?
No. Identifying them with glorified redeemed people is an
interpretation supported by symbols and parallels, not an
explicit designation in 4:4.
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22 Questions about salvation and eternal destiny

Does the bride’s garment demonstrate salvation by
works? No. Revelation 19:8 says she is granted her clothing
and connects the linen with righteous deeds. Ephesians 2:8-10
distinguishes salvation by grace from works as the fruit of life
received.

Does Revelation 3:5 declare that regenerated believers
lose salvation? It offers a promise to the conqueror, not an
explicit assertion of loss for the regenerated. It should be read
with John 10:27-29 and Ephesians 1:13-14. Interpretive
differences should not be concealed.

Does New Jerusalem eliminate Israel? No. Revelation 21:12
-14 retains the tribal and apostolic names. Romans 11:25-29
prevents treating God’s faithfulness as an abandoned promise.

Does the Church appear only at the beginning and never
again? Chapters 1-3 name congregations; 19:7-9 portrays the
bride, connected with the Church through Ephesians 5.
Chapters 21-22 show fulfillment, and 22:16 mentions the
churches again.

Can we date the rapture or make every vision a rigid
sequence? No. Matthew 24:36 and Acts 1:7 call readers to
acknowledge limits. The visions include recapitulations and
different perspectives; connections need to be argued rather
than assumed in every case.
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23 Conclusion and study questions

The Church is explicitly present in Revelation 1-3, where
Christ addresses seven congregations. The book does not
explicitly describe its rapture in 4:1; Paul’s passages are
foundational for that event. Saints remain visible within the
judgment narratives, although their relationship to the Church
is interpreted differently.

The Lamb’s bride stands at the center of the celebration in
19:7-9. Ephesians 5:25-32 supports her relationship to the
Church loved and prepared by Christ. Chapters 21-22 present
fulfillment: New Jerusalem, God with his people, and life
without death or curse. In 22:16 the testimony explicitly
addresses the churches again.

The adopted pretribulational, premillennial reading
distinguishes the rapture, the Lord’s glorious appearance, the
millennial kingdom, and the eternal state. This framework is
explained without turning inferences into biblical quotations.
Primary confidence rests on Jesus Christ’s work and
faithfulness, not on solving every symbol with absolute
certainty.

For discussion: How does a direct passage differ from a
complementary one? What should our congregation learn
from the seven churches? What does 4:1 say, and what does it
not say? How do grace and righteous deeds relate in 19:8?
What comfort do 21:3-4 and 22:1-5 offer?

Final application: listen to Christ, turn sincerely to him, and
share his gospel. Hope of his coming sustains humble service.
His people’s eternal destiny is to live in his presence and share
his life, under the Lord’s grace.
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THE CHURCH IN REVELATION

From the seven churches to the Lamb’s bride and its eternal destiny

01 John on Patmos
Direct: Rev 1:9-11

Christ tells John to write what he sees and
send it to seven churches in Asia.

02 Christ among the churches
Direct: Rev 1:12-20

The seven lampstands represent the
churches. The living Lord stands among
them and knows their condition.

03 Ephesus and Smyrna
Direct: Rev 2:1-11

Ephesus: return to your first love. Smyrna:
remain faithful through suffering. Christ
promises life to those who overcome.

04 Pergamum and Thyatira

Direct: Rev 2:12-29

Christ calls believers to reject idolatry and
false teaching. He recognizes faithfulness
and calls them to hold firmly to what they
received.

05 Sardis and Philadelphia
Direct: Rev 3:1-13

Sardis: wake up and strengthen what
remains. Philadelphia: keep Christ’s word
and trust in his care.

06 Laodicea
Direct: Rev 3:14-22

Wealth cannot replace fellowship with
Christ. He corrects with love and invites
repentance and a response to his voice.

07 The hope of meeting Christ
Direct: 1 Thess 4:13-18; 1 Cor 15:51-53

Believers will be gathered with Christ. Rev
4:1 addresses John; connecting it with the
rapture requires interpretation.

08 Saints during the judgments
Direct: Rev 6:9-11; 7:9-17
Martyrs and a redeemed multitude

appear. The absence of the word churches
does not mean believers are absent.

09 The Lamb’s bride

Direct: Rev 19:7-9

Complementary: Eph 5:25-32

The bride receives fine linen. Ephesians
connects Christ with the Church: good
works are fruit, not the price of salvation.

10 The King and his kingdom
Direct: Rev 19:11-16; 20:1-15

Complementary: Col 3:4

Christ triumphs and reigns; final judgment
reveals his justice. Believers will appear
with him in glory (premillennial reading).

11 New Jerusalem
Direct: Rev 21:1-4, 9-14

The angel shows the bride and the holy
city. God dwells with his people; death,
mourning, and pain are removed.

12 Serving and reigning forever
Direct: Rev 22:1-5, 16-17

God'’s servants see his face and reign
forever. Jesus addresses the churches; the
Spirit and the bride invite people to come.

Christ cares for his Church today and leads it into eternal fellowship with God.
Explanatory summaries, not Bible quotations. Pretribulational, premillennial reading; text and interpretation are distinguished.
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